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 December 27, 2015

 Welcome

 Announcements

 Joys and Concerns

 Opening Hymn #60 O Holy Child, We 
Catch in Thee

 Responsive Reading

 Leader: James 2:2-4 -- For if a man 
comes into your assembly with a gold ring 
and dressed in fine clothes, and there also 
comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, and 
you pay special attention to the one who 
is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You 
sit here in a good place," and you say to 
the poor man, "You stand over there, or 
sit down by my footstool," have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives?

 People: Leviticus 19:15 -- 'You shall 
do no injustice in judgment; you shall 
not be partial to the poor nor defer to 
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the great, but you are to judge your 
neighbor fairly.

 Leader: 1 Timothy 5:21  -- I solemnly 
charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to 
maintain these principles without bias, 
doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

 People: James 2:9 -- But if you show 
partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as 
transgressors.

 Leader: Romans 3:23 -- for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

 People: Proverbs 22:2 -- The rich and 
the poor have a common bond, The 
LORD is the maker of them all.

 Leader: Galatians 3:28 -- There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

 Hymn # 74 Heir of all the Waiting Ages

 (Please stand if able)
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 Offertory Hymn # 63 All Poor Folk and 
Humble

 Special Music by Tracy Perkins-Schmittler

 Children’s message – SPICE

 Children released to First Day School

 Message:  Unity through the Messiah

 Scripture: Colossians 3 5 So put to death 
your worldly impulses: sexual sin, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed 
(which is idolatry). 6 It is because of these 
things that the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. 7 You used to 
behave like them as you lived among 
them. 8 But now you must also get rid of 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, obscene 
speech, and all such sins. 9 Do not lie to 
one another, for you have stripped off the 
old nature with its practices 10 and have 
clothed yourselves with the new nature, 
which is being renewed in full knowledge, 
consistent with the image of the one who 
created it. 11 In him there is no Greek or 
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
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barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free person. 
Instead, the Messiah is all and in all.   12 
Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. 13 Be tolerant of one another 
and forgive each other if anyone has a 
complaint against another. Just as the 
Lord has forgiven you, you also should 
forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which ties everything together 
in unity. 

 A totally different world.  This Christ child 
came to give an option for a totally 
different world to people, yet what he 
offered was rejected and is still being 
rejected, especially among those who say 
they know him.  But let’s face a fact, that 
even in our worst and especially in our 
best, change is hard.  It sometimes takes 
a tragedy or a large scale issues like a 
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tornado coming through to unite a 
community.  Midlife is known as the time 
of big changes among many adults.  
Sometimes loss and tragedy are dealt with 
by us changing.  But in our normal states, 
we sometimes resist change, and during a 
time of turmoil, sometimes we especially 
do not want our religious views to change. 

 Think about being there in that third year 
of the first century when the tax was 
taken.  And the world the Jewish people 
had envisioned included change, but it 
was a change they had prepared for, an 
earthly change for earthly power and 
earthly peace.

 So this life where all the barbarians, the 
Greeks and the Romans and the slaves 
were equal to them was not what they 
thought they had been promised.  This 
change of the Christ Child brought about a 
new way of being and meant something 
totally different.  It meant strength and 
power in whole different way.  The way of 
the Christ child meant peace through 
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personal change, and not large amounts 
of armaments and destroying the Romans 
and the Greeks and the Egyptians and the 
Gauls, and the list went on and on until 
the Jewish people dominated the world.  
But Christ did not fulfill their expectations. 
In Christ there are no Greek or Jew, there 
are no Christian and Muslim either.  There 
is no poor.  Some texts include civil and 
uncivilized in their enunciation of what 
Christ came to destroy the boundary on.  
The very differences they thought he 
came to make more distinct, he came to 
erase.  

 And he started with his birth by a virgin in 
a way that made her and her suitor lose 
everything.  When Mary and Joseph went 
to the temple to have Christ circumcised 
and named Jesus, they gave the poorest 
people’s sacrifices.

 Leviticus 12 says

 The Lord told Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelis 
that a woman who conceives and bears a 



7

son is unclean for seven days. 6 When the 
days of her purification have been 
completed, whether for her son or 
daughter, she is to bring to the priest at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a one 
year old lamb for a whole burnt offering or 
a young dove for a sin offering. 7 He is to 
offer it in the Lord’s presence and make 
atonement for her so that she becomes 
clean from her blood loss. This is the law 
concerning the bearing of a male or 
female child. 8 If she cannot afford a goat, 
then two turtledoves or two young doves
—one for a burnt offering and the other 
for a sin offering—will serve for him to 
make atonement for her, so that she 
becomes clean.”

 Shepherds had visited, but no one gave 
this couple a lamb or a goat.  It was not 
the shepherds to give.  Think about that.  
It was a time more so then than now 
where having wealth meant a lot of 
prestige and not having wealth meant a 
lot disgrace.  There was no middle class. 
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Joseph had enough to pay for Mary 
before, but not any longer.  They were 
destitute.  And they gave the offering of 
the destitute.

 Luke 2: 22 says 22 When the time came for 
their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took Jesus up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord,23 as 
it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn son is to be designated as holy to 
the Lord.”[i] 24 They also offered a sacrifice 
according to what is specified in the Law 
of the Lord: “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.”

 Prestige and wealth even now are seen as 
equal to good sense and right choices. 
One needs only look at the outcome of 
debates and speeches by our presidential 
candidates to wonder what in the world 
we have to offer our children today when 
income alone and ability to remain 
wealthy takes the place of good choices 
and careful speech.  True, sometimes we 
can see that people know how to work this 
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world, and all of its many facets of sin.  
But I think that perhaps we have to all 
take responsibility for what we have done 
in our own lives and with our own choices, 
and know that seeking unity, true unity 
with integrity and grace, is so very hard.  

 No one likes change.  It might expand our 
reach to those around us in our 
community who have hurt us in the past.  
It is difficult to adapt to a new people 
teaching and leading.  

 It is scary to think about becoming 
authentically welcoming of all new people 
into our midst, to be open and 
encouraging of people we know we will 
have to reach consensus with, whose 
input will change the sense of the 
meeting.  But in all is the Light of Christ, 
and we have to continuously push for 
seeing people with openness as the 
Pauline letter to the Colossians says.

 People, in general, do not like change, not 
in the First Century or the Twenty First.   I 
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have witnessed very abused children cling 
to the parents who harmed them, kicking 
and screaming to stay in the offensive 
environment.  We do the same thing.  If 
something is all we know or if something 
has given us some expectation of what 
our life is like, we are almost programmed 
to forgo faith and choose the old 
behaviors.  

 We are by nature addicts of our 
surroundings.  Our bodies adapt to our 
choices.  And changing those behaviors is 
devastating.  Let someone who seeks 
comfort in food like I do miss a couple of 
meals, and you have a very gloomy and 
hangry individual.  And those are just the 
ways our bodies react.  Our emotions 
react to changes with grief.  Our souls 
mourn.  Yet we are told to change, to 
adapt, to put on a new life in Christ.  Who 
is this writer kidding?  And equality in 
Christ?

 Perhaps something changed in us when 
we stopped being nomads.  When people 
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used to shift from plain to plain, seeking 
food and water, I am not sure we see 
signs of resistance to change.  Certainly 
the Israelites in the desert missed the less 
nomadic existence of Egypt and 
complained a lot about it.  People had 
changed, and what they changed to were 
people who liked to settle down and 
create roots and places of 
acknowledgement – symbols of things 
that happened to them, like homes, and 
temples and altars and stones on which to 
focus on an event like Jacob and his 
dream about fighting the angels.  

 As people have adapted to our new skills 
and our new natures, we have become 
change resistant.  And when change 
looms, we fear change.  We fear others 
who are not like us. They might have a 
different vision of what the world should 
be like.  They may not value the same 
things we do.  They may not hold the 
same things sacred as we do.  
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 Yet George Fox admonished us to greet all 
people with good cheer recognizing the 
light of God within each person.  He didn’t 
say to do this while we feared giving up 
old roles or sharing power.  He didn’t tell 
us to fear others because we were unable 
to adapt if they changed our way of doing 
things.  He just said to greet them with 
cheer.  

 Throughout the Christmas season we are 
told, “Do not fear.”  To Zechariah, to Mary 
and to Joseph the angel Gabriel first says, 
“Do not fear.”  Because fear is change 
resistant.  Fear locks you in place.  Fear 
would have had Zechariah never speak 
again, Elizabeth never bare a child.  Fear 
would have had Mary weigh the options 
and say no to the angel of the Lord – not 
now – it would kill her reputation and her 
life – so no, thank you to Gabriel – She 
could have said, “I think I will pass.”  Fear 
could have had Joseph preserve his wealth 
and his name and have Mary stoned to 
death or even sent away quietly.  Fear 
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would have changed our story completely. 
But faith changed the world.

 Faith says these bad things you are 
imagining won’t happen, and if they do, 
God has control of it.  Faith said to 
Zechariah that his elderly wife would not 
die in childbirth.  Faith said to Mary and 
Joseph that they would lose everything by 
saying “Yes” to the angel, but that God 
had a better world in mind for them.  Faith 
makes us let go of our preconceived ideas 
of how the world should be, and ask God 
to show us something new.  Faith says we 
do not need to have prejudices or biases.  
Faith says we can share power and 
resources and it will be okay.  Faith says 
we can depend on God and not base all of 
our decisions on what we know or think 
we know.  Faith says that a person who is 
poor might have made all the right 
choices and it still happened.  Faith says 
that a person who is uncivilized might 
have the best and kindest heart in the 
world and just lack manners.  Faith says 
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that a homeless person might be the best 
and most loving teacher we ever had.

 Faith changed the world that night in 
Bethlehem.  Faith can still change the 
world.  Because Faith in Christ brings with 
it a loving heart and hope for a better, 
more loving and kinder world.

 Colossians goes on to say:

 15 Let the peace of the Messiah also rule 
in your hearts, to which you were called in 
one body, and be thankful. 

 You do not just have the ability to have 
the Light of Christ within – but you have 
the peace of God and it can rule your 
hearts – and you can find unity again.

 And it says you can find a peaceful heart 
in this way, like the shepherds found the 
baby in a manger and knew it was a sign, 
and like the wise men found the star over 
Bethlehem and knew it was a sign.  You 
will find a heart ruled by God’s peace  -- 
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and this will be your sign – gratitude – 
there are things to be thankful for in the 
worst of situations.

 16 Let the word of the Messiah inhabit you 
richly with wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, and singing to 
God with thankfulness in your hearts. 

 There it is again – you will know that the 
word is inhabiting these people when you 
see them showing wisdom and teaching 
and admonishing one another (holding 
each other accountable) and when you 
hear them with worshipping using the 
scriptures and singing songs of glory to 
God – but there will be one way that will 
unify them all—grateful hearts – always 
having a grateful heart.  

 And it ends on the same note, so I will 
simply leave you with the final verse:  17 
And whatever you do, whether by speech 
or action, do everything in the name of 
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the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.

 Open worship

 Closing Hymn:  # 82 In Bethlehem a Babe 
Was Born


