
2015 Advent Week Two

Sunday, December 6, 2015

Matthew 1:18-25

 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins.
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with
us.
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife:
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he 
called his name JESUS.

You are Joseph

You do the right things.  You have chosen a fine girl and will be married 
well.  You do all the right things.  You are just.  And to this God gives 
blessings.  But the blessings you get are not what you have asked for. 
God decides what you are blessed with and some blessings have 



completely altered your life.  And you are reminded that God is in 
control, not you, and sometimes you even secretly wonder if you might 
not want to be less open to these changes.  But Way has altered your life 
forever.  Even the normal blessings of typical life are not available to 
you, because Way says there is better.  And you follow the better Way, 
and it even becomes a richer life – but oh so different than you wanted 
or had dreamed for yourself.  But God gives us new dreams, new ways 
of seeing the world, new ways of seeing our blessings.

Queries:  

 What “blessings” have been added to your life?
 What dreams have been altered by God for you?
 Is there a time when you realize that for all your planning, God is 

actually in control?



Monday, December 7, 2015

Luke 2: 1-4

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of David:)

You are the Tax magistrate in the City of Bethlehem

People are going to be pouring in.  You have to manage the influx of 
people coming.  There is no way to know how many people will come.  
But Herod has died and they are dividing his areas up in districts and 
yours has fallen to someone known to want an accurate tax system.  You 
are stressed.  New changes are coming to the tax system to help pay for 
these soldiers, more and more soldiers, and roads, and more 
infrastructure as trade is increasing.  While more income is good for 
your town, you don’t even know you want all this.  You are Hebrew by 
birth.  Why should you have to go through all this?  Isn’t simple good 
enough?  You already know about temple taxes, but now, you will have 
Publicans in your area, tax farmers, that you will have to manage.  Why 
is someone always messing with your job?  And that star that has been 
hanging out.  Oh my!

Queries:

• Is there job stress that you can not see the reason for?  

• Can you let go of the job stress and hope that God has a bigger 
plan?



• Can you focus on your task at hand, one step at a time, and get 
yourself through this?



Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Luke 2:8-10

 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

You are the angry shepherd

You know all you were doing was your job.  You have all these extra 
sheep because of this tax situation.  More and more Jewish people in one
place will mean more and more rituals, so your boss ordered a thousand 
extra sheep.  You already have so much on you.  You don’t need one 
more thing, and finally, you get some sleep.  It is quiet.  There are no 
wolves, nothing to harm to the sheep.  All you are doing is what you are 
supposed to be doing, and then some huge flock of angels you thought 
might be a bad dream, pops up, and what do they say? “Don’t be afraid.  
I’m going to change your world!”  I’m sorry.  I just want to get these 
sheep out of this valley before it is all said and done, and now I am 
supposed to do what?  And there are angels in the millions popping into 
the night sky, and the first thing they say is “Don’t be afraid.”  Really 
now?  Someone needed better angel training.

Queries:

 Does enjoying God’s changes depend on your attitude and 
expectations?

 Do God’s plans interfere with your own?

 Are there times when what is a frightening intrusion might be seen 
as a chance to worship God’s miracles in life?



Wednesday, December 9, 2015

You are a reluctant angel

Okay now.  We have been scaring old men, old women, young girls and 
totally decent guys springing babies on them with huge parenting duties 
they obviously did not expect.  Now You want us to sneak up on poor 
shepherds, really?  It’s just not a fair leading.  God what are you up to?  I
know Sarah the Super Angel is all thrilled.  She has been practicing her 
parts on the “Glory to God in the Highest” all week long. But she really 
just gets into everything.  That’s just not me.  I’m not that easy to just 
jump up on people. I will be so glad when all this frightening people 
with big news and bad dreams is over.  I hear that it is for their own 
good.  But doesn’t God know that most frightened people rebel?  I bet I 
get the totally messed up shepherd who just got over a lion attack.  This 
just isn’t fair!!!

Queries:

• Ever feel overwhelmed by God’s expectations of you?

• Ever not like your job God sent you to do?

• Can you find that of God in you that God knows you have that you
just aren’t too sure of yet?



Thursday, December 10, 2015

You are Sarah the Super Angel in exuberance

Shepherds!!!  We get to interact with humans straight on.  I have been 
running behind them all this time, picking up things, getting them out of 
the way of donkey pack ambushes, redirecting them from the Roman 
soldiers, but now shepherds in a field. We get to sing to them – I have 
been practicing and practicing. The acoustics will be so grand in that 
field! The night sky will be dark and we bring light – what a scene! I 
love this job!  Tonight I get to sing to shepherds and tell them there will 
peace on earth. They will be a little startled but they will get it.   God’s 
child is coming to earth.  I LOVE Christmas.  This is just awesome.  

Queries:

• Ever get so caught up in the positive that you lose your ground 
wire?

• Ever focus so much on what you are doing that is good you forget 
that the little things, like scaring people with ideas of change might
need a smaller entrance than straight on?



Friday, December 11, 2015

You are the humble shepherd

I am old.  Not really.  I feel like I am old.  I’m in my early twenties, but 
for a shepherd, I am old.  I was injured at birth and then, when I was 
four, I came down with a high fever, so my right arm is weak and 
curved.  I could never do what the other children could do.  They teased 
me and their parents used to say my parents were being punished by 
having me.  One old Rabbi said I had a demon, but I don’t.  I am good 
person who is just misunderstood. There are lots of people like me who 
is a shepherd.  My uncle taught me to tend his sheep.  I know he did it to
get me away from my mother and dad, because they couldn’t take care 
of me with all these new Roman rules.  But I have loved being a 
shepherd.  I am good to the sheep.  They are sweet.  I am nice to the 
people who buy them.  I have seen wolves, bear, ostriches and even 
leopards.  Most of these will be extinct in your time, but during my life, 
I have seen quite a few of these, and I have handled it with bravery and 
confidence.  My uncle taught me well.  Now tonight, angels came and 
they sang to us.  I am on my way to see the Christ child.  I don’t 
understand why I am so blessed.  I am glad that God didn’t treat me like 
other people have, and chose us to see this little baby, this special child 
born to bring peace.  This is a great night.  How wonderful.

Queries:

• What are you grateful for?

• Where have you seen God’s blessing in your life?

• When have you felt God came to you, a person in an humble state, 
to visit you with something marvelous?



Saturday, December 12, 2015

You are a hardened manger

We see those cribs of wood and straw.  But mangers were hewn out of 
stone, cold, hard, like a heart can get.  You feel the water being scooped 
out and dried out.  Then straw is placed in the center of your being, 
something totally different.  There is uncomfortable change.  Suddenly 
something that feels warm and wiggles is placed in the depths of your 
rigidity.  It is full of life and mercy.  Feel it to your core.  You are the 
manger, holding the Christ child.

Queries:

● Is Christ at home in your heart?

● Can you feel Christ’s love radiating into our life?

● What are the changes you have felt since you realized Christ was 
right there in your heart?

●


