
Welcome
Opening Prayer

Moment of silence



A Spicy Holiday

It is that time again, when we put candles in the windows, 
we make our houses smell of cinnamon and allspice.  

Maybe your home cooking includes cloves for ham or sage for the turkey.  
Is there mint in our cookies or tea?  

Spices can make a holiday meal taste fabulous and house smell great.  
All of the many places we go, 

we are reminded of the holiday with spices.



But where are we in finding our 
Quaker spices in the holiday season?  

Do we find simplicity in our 
gatherings?  In our decorating?  In the 
way we worship?  How simple is too 
austere?  How much is too much?  
Maybe we find simplicity in what it is 
we care about.  Do we look for ways 
to meet the needs of those around in 
the simplest manner?  
Our Nativity stories tell us of 
simplicity, of a small town, of a small 
child, being born in a barn.  Can we 
find the Baby Jesus on this hay of our 
life?



Reading: Luke 2: 1,3-4a, 5-7
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed.
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem….5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child.
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered.
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn.



Red Hymnal

Hymn # 435 – Away in a 
Manger

Hymn # 85 -- Oh Little Town 
of Bethlehem

Pause for a moment of 
silence as we seek ways in our 
lives to find more simplicity as 
the Christ child did.



Do we find the testimony of peace?  
Do we really want peace in this world of war and mass shootings?  

Do we find a way to be peaceful with each other?  
Can we cut our stress down so that we can be more peaceful with ourselves?  

Can we seek reconciliation?  
Can we make peace in our own lives?

Our stories tell us of angels declaring peace in this world.



Our stories tell us of angels 

declaring peace in this world.

Luke 2: 8- 14

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which

is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 

find the  babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a  manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward all people.



Hymn # 81 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

(please stand if you are able)

Pause as we think of the acts of violence in this world 

this past week and hold them in the light.

Think of the moments of lack of peace in your attitude 

or your soul and let us hold you in the light.



Announcements

Joys and Concerns

Offertory Hymn # 88 -- While Shepherds Watched their Flocks



Offering and Sharing

Children’s Message:

How do you keep simplicity and

how do you keep peace during the holidays? 









Children released to First Day School

Message: 

Remembering Simplicity and Peace











Nothing left but the relationships and God.



No caravan, no comfort, no second donkey – with 
a carpenter not accepted any longer by his family







The stables were made in caves under the Inns





Mangers were made of stone and were small.









Lowest wages, included children and disabled.



Peace does not take physics, lots of negotiation, 
even lots of training – put the relationships first 
and care – and listen.  Keep it simple, keep it fun, 
keep it about people.  All will increase.



How simple can you keep your holiday schedule?

How much time can you spend in meditation or reflection about the reason we 
have this season?

What can you do for others and focus on relationships during the holiday?

How peaceful can you make this holiday season?

What conflicts can you avoid?

What conflicts can you no longer avoid?

How can you treat yourself and those around you in a more peaceful way?


