
The Guest House
This being human is a
guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.

A joy, a depression, a meanness,
some momentary awareness 
comes
As an unexpected visitor.



Welcome and entertain them all!
Even if they're a crowd of sorrows,
who violently sweep your house
empty of its furniture,
still treat each guest honorably.
He may be clearing you out
for some new delight.



The dark thought, the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing,
and invite them in.
Be grateful for whoever comes,
because each has been sent
as a guide from beyond.
Mewlana Jalaluddin Rumi



Opening Prayer
Hymn #32 Morning Has Broken
Welcome and Announcements



Meeting for worship with 
attention to business –
at the rise of meeting

March 11 – Prepare meal for SHALOM 5 PM at 
the Meeting House – Making Soup 

March 12 –5:30 PM at 
the First United Methodist Church of Middletown

Make the Sandwiches and heat the soup
6:00 PM Feed Everyone, Serve the Plates

6:30 Eat



March 20, 2016 -- Palm Sunday Breakfast – 9:30 –
Start planning that good old brunch item to bring!

Be Creative just in the slight-off-the-tiny chance that 
We Don’t Have A Stove, 

Or oven by the Time



Starting April 9
9:30 on Sunday Mornings!

Ever wonder why the man on the Quaker Oats box is 
smiling? This Quaker pastor thinks he knows! In this light-
hearted, inspirational book, the author offers a variety of 
gentle chuckles, side-splitting humor, and thoughtful 
insights. He includes red-faced memories of his most 
embarrassing moments as well as touchingly poignant 
stories about some of the great people he has known. 
Written in a warm, folksy style, this is a book that will not 
only entertain but will inspire and uplift.



Joys and Concerns
Holding Each Other

In the Light
Hymn #28:  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Please stand if you are able

Responsive Reading
From Isaiah 55



Even:  All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!
Odd:  Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat!

Even:  Without money, at no cost, buy wine and milk!
Odd:  Why spend money for what isn’t food,

and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy?
Even:  Listen carefully to me and eat what is good;

enjoy the richest of feasts.
Odd: Listen and come to me; listen, and you will live.



Even:  Seek the LORD when he can still be found; call him while he is yet near.
Odd:  Let the wicked abandon their way and the sinful their schemes.
Even:  Let them return to the LORD so that he may have mercy on them, to our God, because he is generous with forgiveness.
Odd:  My plans aren’t your plans, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
Even:  Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,so are my ways higher than your ways,  and my plans than your plans.



Odd: Yes, you will go out with celebration,  and you will be brought back in peace  
Even: Even the mountains and the hills will burst into song before you;  all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
Odd: In place of the thorn the cypress will grow;  
Even: in place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. 
All: This will attest to the LORD’s stature, an enduring reminder that won’t be removed.



Offertory Song # 150 – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Offering and Sharing

Children’s Message



Yes, you will go out with celebration,  and you will be brought back in peace  
Even the mountains and the hills will burst into song before you;  all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
In place of the thorn the cypress will grow;  
in place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. 
This will attest to the LORD’s stature, an enduring reminder that won’t be removed.



“all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
We are going to sing a song about clapping our handsAnd we are going to pretend to be trees.We are going to clap our tree-hands.
But first we are going to learn a little Bible lesson about these trees thatre clapping, ok? 



“In the place of the thorn the cypress will grow.” God wants good for our lives.
Thorn Cypress



“In the place of the thorn the cypress will grow.” God wants good for our lives.
Thorn Cypress



In place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. God wants Good things for you.
Nettle Myrtle



In place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. God wants Good things for you.
Nettle Myrtle



In place of the nettle the myrtle will grow. God wants Good things for you.
Nettle Myrtle



Put on your Cypress Paws and get ready to clap your tree hands!“all the trees of the field will clap their hands.”
Why?

Because God wants Good Things for YOU!
Go and have a good time!



Isaiah 55
All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!

Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat!
Without money, at no cost, buy wine and milk!

Why spend money for what isn’t food,
and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy?

Listen carefully to me and eat what is good;
enjoy the richest of feasts.

Listen and come to me; listen, and you will live.



Psalm 42
As the deer pants for streams of water,

so my soul pants for you, my God.
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When can I go and meet with God?
7 Deep calls to deep

in the roar of your waterfalls;
all your waves and breakers

have swept over me.
8 By day the LORD directs his love,

at night his song is with me—
a prayer to the God of my life.



John 4
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given 

to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, 
sat down by the well. It was about noon.   7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to 
buy food.)  9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.] 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”



C.S. Lewis wrote, “Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for 
those desires exists. A baby feels hunger: well, there is such a thing as food. A 
duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing as water. Men feel sexual 
desire: well there is such a thing as sex. If I find in myself a desire which no 
experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I 
was made for another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that 
does not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly pleasures were 
never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the real thing.”





Deep calls to deep –That is how we find the sources of living water –We seek the spiritual.
Drink plenty of fluids, and don’t let yourself get dehydrated

Let go of the material worldly view of things
Don’t get caught up too much in what is concrete: legalism, structures, systems

Seek dependence on goodness and high values (higher ground)
Simplify

Stay Open to God and that of God in others and the world
Nurture relationships with goodness and simplicity --- presence

Seek time alone with peace and centering down
Know that God wants what is good for you

Find places for praise, gratitude, and forgiveness in your day


