
Opening Hymn (red hymnal) # 314 ---The Church is One Foundation
Opening Prayer

Welcome and Announcements
Joys and Concerns
Moment of Silence

Hymn # 353 – We’ve a Story to Tell to the NationsPlease stand if you are able
Responsive Reading from Philippians 4: 1-13



Responsive Reading:

Leader: Loved ones, I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to come to an agreement 
in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I’m also asking you, loyal friend, to help these women who 
have struggled together with me in the ministry of the gospel, along with Clement 
and the rest of my coworkers whose names are in the scroll of life.

People: Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! 5 Let your 
gentleness show in your treatment of all people. 

Leader: The Lord is near.

People: Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your 
requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks.



Leader: Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding 
will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. 8 From now 
on, brothers and sisters, 
People: if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, 
focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that 
is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and 
all that is worthy of praise.
Leader: Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, 
heard, or saw in us. 
People: The God of peace will be with you.



Leader: I was very glad in the Lord because now at last you have shown 
concern for me again. (Of course you were always concerned but had no 
way to show it.)11 I’m not saying this because I need anything, 
People: for I have learned how to be content in any circumstance
Leader: I know the experience of being in need and of having more than 
enough; 
People: I have learned the secret to being content in any and every 
circumstance, whether full or hungry or whether having plenty or 
being poor.
Unison: 13 I can endure all these things through the power of the one 
who gives me strength.





When I am an old woman I shall wear purple
With a red hat that doesn't go, and doesn't suit me,

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves
And satin sandals,

and say we've no money for butter.
I shall sit down on the pavement when I am tired,

And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells,
And run my stick along the public railings,
And make up for the sobriety of my youth.

I shall go out in my slippers in the rain
And pick the flowers in other people's gardens,

And learn to spit.
You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat,

And eat three pounds of sausages at a go,
Or only bread and pickle for a week,

And hoard pens and pencils and beer matsand things in boxes.
But now we must have clothes that keep us dry,

And pay our rent and not swear in the street,
And set a good example for the children.

We will have friends to dinner and read the papers.
But maybe I ought to practise a little now?

So people who know me
are not too shocked and surprised,

When suddenly I am old
and start to wear purple!

Jenny Joseph





RelationshipsRelationshipsRelationships

Why did Paul start this beautiful passage with the argument between these two women, and then end up with what real contentment is about through trusting in God who makes all things possible?  You know in real estate they say it is all about location, location, location.  Well, knowing and serving God is all about relationships, relationships, relationships.  And through this conflict we learn many things – how to be less anxious, how to be less arrogant, how to be more focused on God.  And if we do all this, we can do all things through God who gives us strength.





“Today, we spend our time with much worry and anger. This is because we have our whole lives ahead of us. But the aged live peaceful lives because they don’t concentrate their efforts on these feelings. Instead, they live with an incredible resolve—one that we could learn from.”



“[What] we learned about relationships and our health is that good relationships don't just protect our bodies, they protect our brains…And the people in relationships where they feel they really can't count on the other one, those are the people who experience earlier memory decline…So this message, that good, close relationships are good for our health and well-being, this is wisdom that's as old as the hills. Why is this so hard to get and so easy to ignore? Well, we're human.”



But the good stuff, the real community is what is on the other side of the conflict.  Sometimes you have to look at conflict not as a negative thing, but like a door that opens the way to a deeper relationship --- IF you handle the conflict right by concentrating not on your own feelings or getting your way, but on God and God’s will in your lives together.  What can you do together for God?  If you make that commitment, then all the little things fall away and what is important gains strength. 





Alice Walker played off of this 
significance in her book, The Color 
Purple.  In the book, purple 
represents life, freedom, 
particularly the freedom of women 
to make their own decisions for 
their lives while being guided by 
God.  Celle, the main character, 
writes letters to God, and through 
these letters we understand her 
pain and her struggle to enjoy life 
while dealing with oppression and 
unrequited love.

In the book Alice Walker writes, “I think it [makes 
God very angry] if you walk by the color purple in 
a field somewhere and don't notice it. People think 
pleasing God is all God cares about. But any fool 
living in the world can see it always trying to 
please us back.” 





“...have you ever found God in church? I never did. I just found a bunch of folks hoping 
for him to show. Any God I ever felt in church I brought in with me. And I think all the 
other folks did too. They come to church to share God, not find God.”

“Here's the thing… I believe. God is inside you and inside everybody else. You come into 
the world with God. But only them that search for it inside find it. And sometimes it just 
manifest itself even if you not looking, or don't know what you looking for. Trouble do it 
for most folks, I think. Sorrow, lord. Feeling like [excrement]. 

It? I ask. Yeah, It. God ain't a he or a she, but a It. But what do it look like? I ask. Don't 
look like nothing, she say. It ain't a picture show. It ain't something you can look at apart 
from anything else, including yourself. I believe God is everything, say Shug. Everything 
that is or ever was or ever will be. And when you can feel that, and be happy to feel that, 
you've found it.” 



And that is the color purple that when you ignore, 
really ticks God off.  That of God in everyone and in all 
of nature.





Purple's rarity in nature and the expense of creating its dye gave 
it a great deal of prestige in the day of this church in Philippi. The dye 
was made from extracting it from snails, so a long and arduous 
process. From this process, Lydia learned to pastor. It was the most 
expensive dye known to the ancient Israelites. It was the color of 
choice for those of noble or royal birth or those who were high-level 
officials. Roman Emperors wore clothing colored purple.  Luke talks 
about the color of the purple cloth that was worn by the rich man who 
had ignored the poor man, named Lazarus, and the rich man is 
wearing his purple to hell.   And it is the color of Lent which begins 
this coming week.



And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak, and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on him. And they 
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” And they were striking his head 
with a reed and spitting on him and 
kneeling down in homage to him. And 
when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. And they led him 
out to crucify him. Mark 15:17











The Church at Philippi



• To have a synagogue in a town at that time you needed ten 
men who committed to meet together to say prayers. Lydia 
gathered women instead.

• All of the Jewish people knew to find this prayer group by the 
river to pray with on the Sabbath with these women who did 
not convert to Judaism. 

• From that grew the first church in Europe.  
• It gave money to Paul’s ministry in Corinth.  
• Out of this prayer groups grows a church, and out of that 

church grows a conflict between two women.  



• To remind people that their issues don’t matter as much as the 
relationships they are in – that the relationship with God has to be first 
and the focus.

• Assurance that we don’t have to be anxious.  We don’t have to be 
waylaid or distracted.  

• We should not be thinking about what someone else did or didn’t do, 
but we should be thinking about things that are right, good, faithful and 
full of God’s love. 

• And if we do this – God will strengthen us –then we can do all things.

So what did Paul advise to do in a situation when a conflict arises?




