
Opening Hymn #55 (standing if able) 

Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People 

In Unison --- Call to Worship

Spirit of Shalom

Ignite us with the fire of your love.

Enflame our hearts with courage
to embrace dialogue that transforms

and truth that frees.

Kindle our love with kindness
to heal divisions

and reconcile relationships.



Light our imaginations with insight

to envision and create a world

where all are one.

Stir our actions with justice and peace

to engage critical concerns

and cherish all of life.

Fire our lives with audacity and hope

to risk all for God’s mission,

for love cannot wait.



Welcome and 
Announcements

Hymn #121 – In the Garden





Jeremiah 33: 5-9 I hid my face from the people of this city because of all 

their evil deeds, 6but now I will heal and mend them. I will make them whole 

and bless them with an abundance of peace and security. 7 I will bring back the 

captives of Judah and Israel, and I will rebuild them as they were at first. 8I will 

cleanse them of all the wrongdoing they committed against me, and I will 

forgive them for all of their guilt and rebellion. 9Then this city will bring me 

great joy, praise, and renown before all nations on earth, when they hear of all 

the good I provide for them. They will be in total awe at all the good and 

prosperity I provide for them.



Hymn # 149 – I Celebrate the Inward Light – Verse #1

A sustainable life is streamlined to “go the distance” of a day, a week, a year, a 

lifetime. That means that we add new possessions, activities, even beliefs with 

thoughtful care, asking what really fits the whole. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Those questions are a matter of discernment; we require meditative reflection and 

prayerful search for God’s will in the decisions that shape our lives, from major 

vocational questions to choices of how to furnish and maintain our homes. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Discernment helps us grow in integrity. And as we grow in integrity, become more 

whole persons, our discernment grows sharper and takes us further.

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Integrity is wholeness. To live an integral life is to “mind the oneness,” as Fox urges. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom



… the interaction between personal simplicity and work for a sustainable human 

society on earth will focus much of our imagination and energies in this century

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Without the personal practice of simplicity, concern for sustainability becomes 

doctrinaire, “words without life” …. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Conversely, without the global vision of a sustainable future, the personal

practice of simplicity can easily become more a matter of style than substance

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom



The sustainable life will not be found through a narrow focus on 
personal habits of consumption or environmental advocacy,
to the neglect of work for justice and struggle against militarism, 
or attention to the life of our meetings. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Friends will prioritize different concerns, often based on their 
different gifts and abilities.

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

The integrative shalom of true peace is the product of covenant 
communities.

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom



Early Friends named this paradoxical reality ‘the Lamb’s War.’ It begins within, as one stands 
still in the light,  sees what must change and begins to follow Christ out of captivity and into 
freedom. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Early and traditional Friends did not speak of various “testimonies” but simply of testimony,
a single, undivided, whole life…Testimony is the outward sign of an inward grace.

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Individuals not only support one another through personal struggles; they also inspire each 
other by example and gentle encouragement to a higher attainment. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

The Lamb’s War thus moves outward to form and continually reform a community of equals. 

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom



It is a struggle against spiritual forces that keep men and women locked in 

alienation from the knowledge and power of God within them.

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

It builds powerful bonds of love and mutual support among those struggling to 

be faithful in the light together

God give us a way to Wholeness – Grant us Shalom

Adapted from Douglas Gwyn, A Sustainable Life: Quaker Faith and Practice in 

the Renewal of Creation



Hymn # 149 – last two verse – Offertory Hymn
I Celebrate the Inward Light

Children’s Message:  Not Quite Healed



Sometimes sitting 
with the love of God can be healing







Jeremiah 33: 5-9 I hid my face from the people of this city because of all 

their evil deeds, 6but now I will heal and mend them. I will make them whole 

and bless them with an abundance of peace and security. 7 I will bring back the 

captives of Judah and Israel, and I will rebuild them as they were at first. 8I will 

cleanse them of all the wrongdoing they committed against me, and I will 

forgive them for all of their guilt and rebellion. 9Then this city will bring me 

great joy, praise, and renown before all nations on earth, when they hear of all 

the good I provide for them. They will be in total awe at all the good and 

prosperity I provide for them.



We know the story of the cross –

as it went dark and supposedly, 

God hid God’s face from the 

world, and turned from all of the 

evil – that the cross’ purpose was 

to heal people from sin.  But the 

idea of wholeness – Shalom – to 

be complete through love and 

reconciliation takes much more 

love and patience and action than 

one can ever imagine.  

It takes lifetimes.  



The words of Jeremiah and the actions of 

Christ are consistent. What the Hebrew 

people thought they should be were 

inconsistent (war, kingship, overthrowing 

Roman rule, bloodshed, following traditional 

scriptures).  

They had an idea in Israel and in Judea of 

what it might mean to be whole, and Christ 

brought a different way, a way of wholeness 

that brought internal peace, internal 

abundance, internal security, internal joy, 

internal cleansing, internal forgiveness –

internal sources of Shalom – a true 

completeness that can be satisfying.  



Imagine if you were Christ – You have just lived three years, 

day in and day out with the same people: your disciples and 

Mary and Martha.  You have lost your patience at times: 

tossed some tables, cursed some fig trees, quieted storms, 

raved about what it meant to have enough faith.  But for the 

most part you were supportive.  You just helped them to 

know they were whole beings. Frail, needy, certainly not 

perfect, but whole through faith.  Remember, “Your faith can 

make you whole?” And now they have all just shown some 

kind of memory issue about the three days in the grave you 

promised and how you would come back.  You even came 

back early, and they are still astonished.



Now you are still imagining you 
are Jesus who has just returned 
from the dead. And the moment 
you die, and you go to hell, and 
you come back up -- from that 
moment on, they don’t 
recognize you. They think you 
are gone, dead -- even though 
you have repeatedly told them 
that you would be back. Even 
the local ministry was afraid you 
would be back in three days so 
they dead bolted your tomb 
shut. 



Those who drank with you, 
walked with you, fished with 
you, slept with you, ate with 
you, laid on your breast, you 
laid on their breast to eat, all 
doubted you were back, not just 
Thomas.  You were in the 
garden with the woman you 
spent the most time with – and 
they didn’t even recognize you. 



But you don’t freak out.  You don’t 

get angry with them.  You don’t lose it.  
You sit with them.  You eat with them.  
You pray with them.  You walk with 
them.  You lay on their breasts and they 
on yours, and it goes on for a bit as 
always. 

Because lack of faith – that twang 
of insecurity that Jesus came to repair -
- is a part of human nature – it is a 
necessary part of the nature that keeps 
us from taking too many risks, from 
being silly with our lives, it helps us 
appreciate life. God will not remove 
that.



There were a few men walking towards Emmaus and discussing the 

events of Jesus no longer being in the tomb, and they didn’t know 

what to make of it, and they were discussing it with Jesus on the 

road.  He stayed with them, and when they broke bread with him, 

they realized it was him.



Mary was in the garden and she had come to put herbs on the 

body to make it smell better, but she ran into someone she 

thought was the gardener – only it was Jesus.



Then later he was with the disciples in Galilee and the disciple Thomas 

had to see the nails scars in Jesus’ hands, and without a beat, kept on 

with the kind of conversation with his disciples helping them to plan 

what they had to do next.



We all have these times when 
we are frightened – We fear 
Christ is not near. We aren’t 
sure if what we are seeing or 
feeling is Christ’s hand or 
Christ’s voice or Christ’s 
presence – Discernment 
makes up most of what our 
spiritual lives revolve around 
rather than just going about 
the business of following 
Christ’s words and 
instructions. 





Fear of not being sure that what we 
are following is the voice of God or 
the word of God or the true voice of 
Christ is one of the reasons why 
people cling now and clung during the 
time of Christ to Scripture so literally.  

Jesus said that it was because of a 
hardened heart.  So the more 
softened heart we have with 
prayerfulness and the more openness 
we have as live with the idea of love 
in mind, the more we can be sure it is 
the following and leading of Christ, or 
not. 



But it is the hard work of breaking bread with Christ, 

walking with Christ, speaking with Christ, touching 

his pain in his hands and his side, his wounds that 

we do in silence, in open worship, in waiting 

worship.  Sometimes what we are waiting on is for 

the moment we realize it is Christ we are walking 

with, or Christ we are talking to, or Christ we are 

touching – and then we are whole again because the 

fear is gone – and we are no longer animal as much 

as we are spiritual in nature.  We feel a Light – and 

we become sources of this Lamb’s War.



Now hear the words of Christ in Jeremiah:

I will heal and mend them. 

I will make them whole and bless themwith an 

abundance of peace and security.

I will rebuild them as they were at first.

I will cleanse them of all the wrongdoing they 

committed against me.

I will forgive them for all of their guilt and rebellion

Shalom



Open Worship

Queries

Have you been walking along only to realize later you were walking with 
Christ?

Do you ignore the voice of Christ, worried it isn’t real, or isn’t okay to listen?

Do you see yourself as a part of this healing and sustainable part of a 
“Shalom” world?

What healing can you get or give this week in this world?



O God may we who seek you find you.

May your Shalom envelop and pervade us,

ooze out of our pores and flow from all our words and deeds.

May we become instruments of divinely-inspired love and wholeness,

making no space for improper confrontation

and all insults and hatred.

May individuals, families, congregations, 

communities, clans, tribes, and nations be whole

and justice plentiful in all its forms.

May this occur for the common benefit of all and your glory.

And, by grace, may I play my part faithfully 

in this sacred endeavor. Amen.

Kenneth Randolph Taylor
March 9, 2010 (The Feast of Saint Gregory of Nyssa)


