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A Quaker who has been foundational in changing the way 

in which we as Quakers work on and see justice issues is 

Ruth Morris, born in New York but who did the majority of 

her work in Canada before she died in 2001. She 

challenged Quakers to make changes in the justice 

system by pointing out that the retributive justice system 

of courts and prison sentences does not help others to 

see God in all people.  She saw the restorative justice 

system, a system that was an improvement on the 

punishment oriented retributive system, as good, but not 

good enough.  She said it did not address issues of 

oppression, injustices, and social inequities that cause 

conflicts or lead people to participate in criminal 

behaviors. She argued that while restorative justice 

challenges the retributive justice system and brings 

people together, it fails to recognize the socio-political and 

economic issues addressed by transformative 

justice. She wanted to see a better focus on the fact that 

the system itself is broken and what that means to people 

facing and in the justice system.



Ruth Morris was influenced by the practices of both Native 

Canadian Healing Circles and New Zealand’s Community 

Group Conferences.  Both forms of justice bring 

communities together – not just victim and offender – and 

recognize the harm done to the victim, the accountability 

of the offender and the social roots of the problem.  She 

did not want the person who committed the harm to be left 

unaccountable, because that does not help the person or 

the community, but saw some of the behavior as a 

symptom of a problem for that person, and for that 

person’s community.  Her focus was on what it would take 

to help all of society to be able to meet the needs of all of 

the members in that society.  And for each person to be 

totally accountable to the community for their actions and 

to act in a more responsible and creative manner in that 

community.  That way each person takes part in that 

healing of the community.  We are thankful for strong 

Quakers like Ruth Morris who think outside the box and 

don’t just go the second mile, but third and fourth – who 

look for new and better ways to solve our problems now 

and in the future.



Scripture: Micah 6:1-4, 6-8 “Stand up, plead my case before the mountains;
let the hills hear what you have to say.

2 “Hear, you mountains, the LORD’s accusation;
listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.

For the LORD has a case against his people;
he is lodging a charge against Israel.

3 “My people, what have I done to you?
How have I burdened you? Answer me.

4 I brought you up out of Egypt
and redeemed you from the land of slavery.

I sent Moses to lead you,
also Aaron and Miriam.

6 With what shall I come before the LORD

and bow down before the exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,

with ten thousand rivers of olive oil?
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.

And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy

and to walk humbly with your God.



Hymn # 100 
Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

Offering and Sharing

Children’s Message



Try to Stay Positive 
and 

Remember that Love is All Around You!!!     















ות ֲעש ֹׂ֤







Inviting in the Light of Christ



Waiting Worship

Closing Prayer

Closing Hymn # 154 (first verse)  Be Thou Our Vision

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business


