
Teal Hymnal
Hymn # 286 Who are the Patriots

Hymn #191 If I Have Wounded Any Soul Today

Red Hymnal
Hymn # 393 My Country Tis of Thee

Hymn # 395 God Bless Our Native Land



Welcome and Announcements

We are glad you have joined us today

July 10, 2016 – M&O and Dragon’s Game

July 17, 2016 –Meeting for Business

August 7, 2016 – 10:30 Cookout (where?)



Rise (if able) and sing from 
the Red Hymnal

Hymn 393 
My Country! ‘Tis of Thee”



A reading from our brochure for West Elkton Friends:
“West Elkton Friends is 210 years old as an organized meeting, but began in 

1803 when Quakers, who were opposed to slavery, left Wrightsboro, Georgia and 
settled the Elk Valley in the Northwest Territory. The meeting has historically stood 
for equality of all and was one of the first open and affirming congregations in the 
Midwest.

While not all people in the meeting are in agreement on social issues 
(including sexual orientation and service in the military) we seek peace even when 
opinions differ, and seek to serve that of God in each person. We search for unity, 
many times putting aside personal convictions that may be coming from society 
rather than from God. We try to focus on the spiritual aspects of unity with one 
another.  We are supportive of all people in trying to help the light of Christ burn 
more brightly through encouragement and prayer.

Love, faith and hope are guides for our lives. We seek to remove any 
obstacles to hearing and feeling guidance from God. We believe all people have an 
Inward Light which can lead us all.”



Hymn # 286 in the Friends (Teal Green) Hymnal
Who are the Patriots?

Story of George Fox and William Penn



There is a famous Quaker parable 
which consists of an exchange between 
William Penn, and George Fox.
Penn is regarded as the father of 
Democracy in the United States. Thomas 
Jefferson called him “the greatest law giver 
the world has produced.” He was also a 
Quaker, a pacifist, and the founder of 
Pennsylvania in 1682. The principles of 
representative government, separation of 
church and state, and elimination of 
nobility in Pennsylvania were largely the 
inspiration for including those principles in 
the founding of the United States nearly 
240 years later.



Fox was a founder of the Religious Society of 
Friends, also known as Quakers. He rebelled against the 
religious and political authorities of his day, for which he 
was often persecuted by those who disapproved of his 
beliefs. As his ministry expanded he was repeatedly 
imprisoned for his unorthodox Christian faith.

The story goes that William Penn was feeling 
ambivalent about wearing his sword, which was the 
custom of the day, but he worried it contradicted the 
pacifist principles of his Quaker faith. He turned to George 
Fox for advice, and asked if he should get rid of the sword. 
Fox famously answered, “Wear it as long as thou canst.”

This answer is indicative of the Quaker principle 
that Friends should be led by the divine truth in their own 
minds, rather than follow the opinions of others without 
question. Fox reasoned that if Penn could comfortably 
wear a sword it wasn’t truly conflicting with Penn’s 
highest truth, even though it conflicted with Fox’s. But the 
answer caused Penn to reexamine his core values, and 
ultimately he found that his sword became uncomfortable 
to carry, and he stopped.



Please stand if you are able and sing
Hymn 395 from the Red Hymnal
God Bless Our Native Land



General Nathanael Greene

One of the most trusted generals of the Revolutionary army 
was Nathanael Greene, Washington's friend and comrade-in-
arms. The Greene family was among the earliest settlers in 
Rhode Island and helped establish the colony. John Greene was 
the founder of the family in the new colony. Nathanael Greene 
was born July 27, 1742 (old style, which is August 7, 1742 new 
style). He received a thorough training in the books which were 
available at his time, especially the Bible, upon which were 
built his habits of living, moral ideals and purposes.

In due course Greene used every possible moment to read 
books and saved his money to buy books so that eventually he 
acquired a large library. Greene had also been taught 
blacksmithing and the milling work. His father purchased a mill 
in Coventry which was assigned to Nathanael to manage. He 
took an active part in community affairs. He knew the value of 
education and helped establish the first public school in 
Coventry. He also added books on military science to his library 
which he studied diligently.



When the pacifist Quaker authorities discovered his 
interest in military affairs, he was called before the main 
committee for examination. Greene stated firmly that 
though he was a Quaker, he would not be turned from 
studies which interested him and the case was dropped.

Greene's friends and neighbors liked him, because they 
found him very dependable; consequently in 1770 he 
was elected to the General Assembly of Rhode Island. He 
was not an unusual debater, but his sound reasoning and 
common sense brought him to the fore in the Assembly. 
In committee work he was at his best and his judgement 
was sound and convincing.

Because of difficulties arising between England and the 
colonies, groups of men were formed, drilled and armed 
to meet emergencies. Consequently Greene became a 
member of a company known as the Kentish Guards.



When the news of the battles of Lexington and Concord reached Rhode Island, Greene was one of four men in his 
community who hurried to Boston to offer his services. In the meantime, the General Assembly of Rhode Island ordered 
a force of 1,600 men to be called into the service and Nathanael Greene was made commander with the rank 
of Major-General. His studies of military science helped to meet many problems but many had to be solved the hard way. 
He worked early and late to bring his force to a workable efficiency and good discipline.
In June 1775 he had his troops in position around Boston.

When Washington arrived to command the armies around Boston in July, Greene welcomed Washington 
on behalf of the army. Almost from the beginning a life-long friendship began between the two men. 
In a little while the armies were placed on the continental organization plan which resulted in the reduction of 
Greene's rank from Major-General to Brigadier-General, a demotion which he accepted in good grace. He was ready 
to serve his country under the leadership of Washington. In the earlier days of the war there were many who did not 
desire to serve beyond their own immediate area, but Greene pointed out such desires would never bring victory.

His work was efficiently and carefully done so that Washington was relieved of a heavy burden. Among the trials which 
faced Washington during part of the cantonment period were the efforts of some self-seeking officers to deprive 
Washington of his high command. They received some support from some of the members of Congress at York. 
The efforts were also directed against General Greene because of his devotion and loyalty to Washington. 
However, they could not move Greene in his support of Washington and Greene's earnest loyalty was an important 
contributing factor in bringing the conspiracy to an untimely end.



In due course, Washington's supporters crushed the 
conspiracy in Congress and Washington stood out 
stronger than ever by the support of the army and the 
loyalty of the officers, members of Congress and the 
people generally.

Greene's fine support was likewise generally approved. 
That Washington approved of Greene's ability in the 
administration of the affairs of the camp is shown by 
Weedon's Valley Forge Orderly Book wherein General 
Greene's name appears many times almost from the 
beginning of the camp on December 22, 1777.  His 
highest tribute may be expressed in the fact that he was 
a man Washington always trusted, and history well 
records that he stood next to Washington in service for  
his country.  



The American Way – By Tracy Perkins-Schmittler

We know very well what we want 
Deny it with all of our might 
We deprive each other of need 
And settle for what is called right 
But by whose cold standard is this? 
It's called "the American way" 

We're in search of capitol gain 
And profess that love does not pay 
So I have no time for you 
And neither have you time for me 
We're searching for missing deep needs 

To make up for our lack, we do: 
We do things to measure our worth 
And forgot all human contact 
Achievement is our best friend 
For whom do we get all we can? 

So lonely we live out our lives 
Too proud to say what we need 
Suppressed, we deny and avoid 
For Love's sake let's start a new creed!











What I believe is not what you have to believe – that is a boundary..
You get to believe what you want to believe about God.





















James 2: 1-13

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not 

show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold 

ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If 

you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a 

good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the 

floor by my feet,”4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 

judges with evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are 

poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 

promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 

the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you 

into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of 

him to whom you belong?



8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if 

you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the 

law as lawbreakers.10 For whoever keeps the whole law 

and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of 

it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also 

said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but 

do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by 

the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without 

mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.

Mercy triumphs over judgment.



1. Love your neighbor as yourself

2. Don’t show favoritism

3. Speak and act as those who are going to be 

judged by the law that gives freedom

4. Show mercy 

5. Don’t  be judgmental

6. Be an example of freedom that is loving







Or Love



(my friend, my son, my brother…)







• Free to Listen to the Holy Spirit 
and make changes in your own 
life to be closer to God.

• Free to be a pattern for God in 
your own life.

• Free to do what is right in your 
own life.

• Free to make choices based on 
what you know to be right.

• Free to get as close to or as far 
away from God and people as 
you want to be.





• Do you feel free to Listen to the Holy Spirit 
and make changes in your own life?

• Do you feel as close or as far away from God 
and people spiritually and emotionally as 
you want to be?  What changes can you 
make in this regard?



Joys and Concerns

A Time of prayer

and to Hold 

Each other in The Light
Closing Prayer

#191 If I have Wounded Any Soul
Handshake of Friendship


