
Practicing Songs 10:15

Hymn #136  This Still Room
Hymn # 233 Search Me O God (Red )
Hymn # 374 Take Thou Our Minds (Red)

God of Silence

The God of silence beckons me
To journey to my heart
Where He awaits
O Lord, I hear You calling tenderly
To You I come to gaze
At the beauty of Your face I cannot see

To rest in Your embrace I cannot feel
To dwell in Your love hurting but sweet
To be with You; to glimpse eternity

God of night, fount of all my delight.
Show Your light . . . that my heart, like Yours,     
burn bright.

Be still the torment of the night
Will not encumber you, if you believe
My child this darkness isn't emptiness
For here I mold your heart
Unto My image painfully you long to see

The self you yearn to be, but fear to know
The world from which you flee in Me find 
home
All these I give you, if you remain in Me

The God of silence beckons me
To journey to my heart

Where He awaits me.



Please Come In and Center down –
It is okay to 
• Let the children run free and let the babies coo 
(their sounds are a sign of a meeting 
that is growing generationally)
• Stop thinking about the world’s problems
(nothing you can say or do in the next hour 
will change the world) 
• Slow your breathing and your mind (if you fall 
asleep, we have a water child with a pitcher – just joking)
• Just let yourself be here today and know 
that your soul be open to God’s love and light 



West Elkton Friends 
Meeting

Adult Discussion at 9:30
Worship at 10:30

Song Practice is at 10:15



Wolf Creek to Brookville Canoe Center (The RIVER TUBING trip!)

...approximately 5 miles, this short but sweet float trip will take you on the beautiful 
upper section. Great for those who don’t have a lot of time, or just simply want a sample 
of the beautiful Whitewater River. (Average time 1.5-2 hours)
Tubing is $15.00($11 with a reservation) for this 5-mile trip and is the only trip 
offered for tubing.   We need to know the number of people going.  Please 
reserve!!!!
Meet at the Wolf Park  at 11:30 to see the wolves. Then we will go to have a 
picnic afterwards before going on the tubing trip





June 26, 2016
The Beach Waterpark
After Meeting
2590 Waterpark Drive
Mason Ohio

We will have snacks at 
meeting before we leave

Bring your swim suit 
And towel
And sunscreen
Be responsible for yourself
Or a responsible adult needs 
to come with the you.
Buy tickets online before you 
go



Joys and Concerns

Time to hold each other 
in the Light



Video – “God of Silence” 

A  Time of Centering Down

Reading from Vistas from Inner Stillness – Joe Tolton

Moment of Reflection

Hymn #136 This Still Room



One by one we enter the room, into the silence that is already 
there, and take our seats. The silence touches each of us, 
spreads and deepens as the room fills, finally gathering us all 
into a single body, covered by a Spirit that is beyond all names. 

“The first that enters into the place of your meeting. . 
. turn in thy mind to the light, and wait upon God singly, as if 
none were present but the Lord; and here thou art strong. 
Then the next that comes in, let them in simplicity of heart sit 
down and turn in to the same light, and wait in the spirit; and 
so all the rest coming in, in the fear of the Lord, sit down in 
pure stillness and silence of all flesh, and wait in the light . . . . 
Those who are brought to a pure still waiting upon God in the 
spirit, are come nearer to the Lord than words are; for God is a 
spirit, and in the spirit is he worshiped. . . . In such a meeting 
there will be an unwillingness to part asunder, being ready to 
say in yourselves, it is good to be here; and this is the end of all 
words and writings—to bring people to the eternal living 
Word.” (Alexander Parker, Letters from Early Friends 1841) 

Reading from “Listening for the Voice of God: 
Silence in Quaker Worship” by Tom Rothschild



For the last 350 years, this gathered silence has been the foundation of Quaker worship. The silence of Quaker 

worship, however, is not an end in itself, but an opportunity for seeking communion with the Sacred. Quakers do 

not worship the silence, but that to which the silence leads. If mystical experience is a direct and unmediated 

experience of the Divine, the Sacred, God, then the Quaker meeting seeks and sometimes achieves a group 

mystical experience in which all present can share together in this connection. For these moments, all are 

“gathered” and are “covered” by the Spirit. Here Quakers have found—and still find—a communion in the 

silence as deep and strong as in any bread and wine. The absence from Friends' worship of the outward 

observance of the Lord's Supper, water baptism, and other sacraments emphasizes the reality of inward 

experience. Friends are aware of the power of a true, inward baptism of the Holy Spirit; in meeting for worship at 

its best they know direct communion with God and fellowship with one another. These experiences make the 

outward rites seem unnecessary and, to some Friends, a hindrance to full attainment of the spiritual experiences 

which are symbolized.2 (PYM F&P)

The silent meeting makes Quaker worship unique among the religious traditions of the world. It is first of all a 

communal experience, yet a communality quite distinct from the silent meditation of other traditions, even when 

practiced in a group, because the silence is alive with the possibility of prophecy. For Quakers, the time of 

prophecy has not passed. The prophets are not dead; they are alive and still among us. The Spirit may call any 

person out of this silence to be a prophet on any occasion, just as among the Apostles at Pentecost, when they 

were alight with flames that descended upon them and caused them to speak in tongues. It is this Voice for 

which we listen.



Moment of Reflection
Offertory Hymn # 233 in the Red Hymnal  

Search Me, Oh God
Please Stand if you are able



The artwork of J. Doyle Penrose is fairly well known in 

Quaker circles. Penrose lived from 1862 to 1932. He 

was born in the outskirts of Dublin, but lived most of 

his life in Watford, England (18 miles NW of London). 

Penrose was active in Watford Friends Meeting, where 

(according to one writer) his "quiet, reverend 

presence was in itself a ministry." Penrose was an 

advocate for temperance and peace…..

In 1916, Penrose painted, "Presence in the Midst." It 

illustrates the Quaker ideal of worship: Friends are 

gathered in silence, listening for the present Christ.

In 1918, Penrose painted, "None Shall Make Them 

Afraid." The scene represents a dramatic moment in 

Quaker history. An aggressive band of Native Americans 

entered a meetinghouse in rural New York, while Friends 

were in worship. All the tension was defused in silence, 

and the [Native Americans] left peacefully.

Information from West Hills Friends
http://www.westhillsfriends.org/artpenrose.html



At the center of our being is a point of nothingness which 

is untouched by sin and illusion, a point of pure truth, a 

point or spark which belongs entirely to God, which is 

never at our disposal, from which God disposes of our 

lives, which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own 

mind or the brutalities of our own will. This little point of 

nothingness and of absolute poverty is the pure glory of 

God written in us, as our poverty, as our indigence, as our 

son-ship. It is like a pure diamond blazing with the 

invisible light of heaven. It is in everybody, and if we could 

see it, we would see these billions of points of light coming 

together in the face and blaze of a sun that would make all 

the darkness and cruelty of life vanish completely. I have 

no program for this seeing. It is only given. But the gate of 

heaven is everywhere. – Thomas Merton



Spiritual life is essentially a life of silence. It means learning to experience deepening, 

chastening states of inner quietude. What does love of God imply? Experiencing that 

calmness which can cure our ignorance. The more we love God, the more we become 

silent in the spiritual sense. There is no longer any “noise” from the turbulent mind. ...The 

more we approach God through love, the feebler our worldly attachments become. We 

become transformed through the touch of divine love. No longer do we suffer from the 

clamor of infatuation, hatred, or wild desires. The whole world becomes transfigured for 

us....Love for God makes our lives quiet. Not that we become like stone; spiritual 

tranquility is not inertia. It is marked by the highest wisdom and clarity of insight. External 

noise and perplexities do not disturb us anymore; we find harmony and peace. The whole 

world’s tremendous activity appears to us to be the silent play of God. (The Healing 

Power of Science -- from Seeing God Everywhere By Swami Shraddhananda)






