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Happy 93rd Birthday
Helen Stubbs!
Dean Fowlds with Lifeway Publications for Pastors says
that the following seven actions encourage visitors to
feel welcome and to return:
Parking lot. Make sure your church has adequate guest
parking and that it is clearly marked. Consider placing
volunteers in the parking lot to assist first time guests.
Smile! A friendly greeting and handshake go a long way
to making guests feel welcome.
Signs matter. There’s nothing more awkward than
wandering around a church, looking for the worship
center, children’s area, or the restrooms.

Congratulations to
Aaron Malcolm
And
Anne Vascik
Married at West Elkton Friends Meeting

May 14, 2016

Intergenerational Service. High energy is great, but be
sensitive to all age groups attending your service.
Clearly communicate that guests are welcome. Have a
place to greet guest and have their questions answered.
Make time for fellowship. Look for first time guests and
invite them to lunch after the service. Don’t complain or
explain the problems. Get to know them.
Follow up. A card in the worship program is an easy way
to capture contact information. Ask guests to place this
in the offering basket. A letter, a phone call, even a visit
can help turn guests into regular attenders.
How did we do? Very Well !!!-Keep up the Good Work!

The Kitchenette is looking good!
Even with high ceilings, the
heat of August used to
make us feel baked during
Open Worship. There were
times, I waited for the
kitchen timer to ring to say
my soul’s inner thermostat
had reached 101 degrees
instead of waiting on clarity
of the heart and mind.
longer. T

Thank you to Andrew for his contributions of a stove
and a refrigerator, to Roy and Dave for painting the
walls and giving it fresh look, and for Judy and Jill for
straightening and cleaning out the cabinets. It has been
a true meeting-wide event of cooperation.

Not any longer! Thanks to a wonderful gift
from Jim Malcolm, a member who lives away from us
in New Hampshire. Jim donated the money for ceiling
fans that are also LED lighted for the meetinghouse.
Dave, the trustees and other men in the meeting put
the fans up before the July heat waves hit us. I know I
appreciate it, and I am sure many others do as well.
Thanks to all of you who participated in making the
meeting room cooler for a more worshipful experience
for us all.

Announcements




Upcoming Events
for West Elkton Friends!
October 2, 2016 -- World Quaker Day –
Wendell Farms at Brookville, IN
October 16, 2016 -- Blessing of the Animals
Homecoming – November 6, 2016
Join us in welcoming Luna to
the home of Katy and Scott
Lucas. Luna was on her way to
her new home when the family
unexpectedly lost their older
dog to cancer. Luna has been a
wonderful consoling member
to the family as they grieved
the loss, and as they were able
to bond with the new addition
who is loved and loving to
those around. Luna loves her
new family, especially Safi,
with whom she loves to climb
and play.

Welcome Logan to
the home of
Albert and Leann
Malcolm (Lily and
Abby) – we are
glad you are part
of our wonderful
family with West
Elkton Friends
Meeting keeping
our friends happy!
October 16, 2016 – Blessing of the Animals
Bring your pet or a picture of your pet –
come with a concern for animals and our
connection to that which isn’t human but
that needs us in your heart.

Why a Projector in Meeting for Worship?

In 2011, Sharefaith Magazine, a Christian online magazine that helps churches learn how to better connect to the
millennial generation, shared an article entitled, “Ten Reasons Your Church Needs a Projector.” West Elkton Friends
Meeting began using the projector for its worship services in 2012 to help with children’s ministry and found it
helped more with the adults who had trouble hearing and following along due to sound issues in the large meeting

room. Sharefaith covered other positive things we found to be true of our meeting as well since we began relying
on the projected images. The images help with new song lyrics, displaying announcements, Scripture verses, and
just as a helpful way of making the service go smoothly. Sharefaith’s article says that relying on images helps to
include “memorable communication… by adding a visual element.” This improves not only retention of the
information, but also qualities all Quakers say we are seeking, clarity and simplicity, to our message.
So when our old projector broke down earlier this year at West Elkton Friends Meeting, we welcomed a new one to
our meetinghouse. We know that to those who are not used to PowerPoint and images in a Quaker meeting for
worship, the media is a little difficult to become used to. But at West Elkton Friends Meeting, we strive to make
sure all people are able to equally enjoy and be a part of worship, regardless of age, challenges in life, or attention

span. We will do what we can to aid in being with all people as we walk with them in community on this spiritual
journey, even if we have to click a picture to do it.

An Intergenerational Meeting All Along

One of our member’s family lost homes, their
family business, and clothing as well as other
belongings as part of the devastation that
happened due to flood waters of July 2016, “The
100 Year Flood of West Virginia.” West Elkton
Friends Meeting was able to raise over $700 to
help the family get a foothold to get back up
again. They reported that they feel positive about
the future and that they will be able to turn their
lives around now. We pray for them as well, what
we call “holding them in the light,” asking God’s
loving light to fill them and heal them, and praying
for them in our time of seeking this Light of God
and God’s will in our own lives.

Saturday morning at
the Wolf Creek
Preserve in Brookville
followed by a picnic
on the ground and
tubing down the
Whitewater River.

Lily and Edwin
interacted
with the
wolves while
the rest of us
looked on.

It’s like a fad, but is it? The best of the best is
trying to make all of its church programs intergenerational.
Churches nowadays are told in no uncertain terms that if
you want to grow, if you want spiritual depth, if you want
to survive this slump in membership or attendance,
intergenerational is the key. It began because researchers
repeatedly found that teens who had been divided into age
groups all of their childhoods during the church activities
left the church before becoming adults in the new century
and did not come back, while in churches where all of the
family participated in joint worship, activities and events,
teens tended to return to church or never left it.
Church leadership literature says that the children
need to take up the offering and the youth need to help in
teaching the younger children. The worship services need
to be focused on something theological with everyone
participating during the Children’s Messages and singing
during the children’s songs. Youth and children need to
help with worship leading and scripture reading in services
as well. The activities outside the church need to be family
oriented so that youth can come, but so can other younger
children, young adults, middle aged people and older
people -- so that people of all ages can get to know one
another and form bonds of community and authenticity.
These intergenerational activities and worship also
assists the new trend of small churches to find ways to
relate to one another that aren’t segregated. Kids grow up
with more people in their lives that care about them and
connect with them, helping to offset what can be a very
isolating world to many youths today. This US trend
toward church life being intergenerational began just after
2000 and the literature about it now dominates the
Christian market.
West Elkton Friends seemed to have known this
all along. These are things that come to us naturally. In
community, we learn best and are our most authentic
selves. Being our most authentic selves helps us to be our
most spiritual. And surrounding ourselves with people
who care about our spiritual lives is very important to us.
This connection between one another is sacred but also
who we are as a meeting. We treasure the smiles and in
the handshakes no matter the age, and we treasure each
other.
This is just another reason that West Elkton
Friends is special – Again, keep up the good work!

What do West Elkton Friends Meeting Quaker’s Believe?
Nobody knows, it seems in some ways. When I put together a worship service, it typically is Christ
centered, focuses on Christian (particularly Quaker-Christian) values, and has Scripture and other readings to go
with it. But the breadth is always left more open, because what I do is a suggestion, not a mandate for what
people can or even should believe or use for their walk of faith with God. When I am called to counsel or visit
a member of West Elkton Friends Meeting, until I ask, I know better than to assume about how they pray, if
they use scripture or if they prefer not to, if their idea about meditation is a cold beer on the couch or a silent
room with no distractions. It is a “make no assumptions” kind of meeting based on kindness and acceptance of
diversity of belief. Many have married other denominations, and so some of our worship is a little this and little
that – a Presbyterian responsive reading, an old Hebrew prayer, a reading from a Universalist or the Dalai
Lama; or it is just as likely to be Joyce Meyers. Maybe we live by the “cardinal doctrine of Quakerism” as
espoused by Caroline Stephen, who said, “Nothing, I believe, can really teach us the nature and meaning of
inspiration but personal experience of it. That we may all have such experience if we will but attend to the divine
influences in our own hearts, is the cardinal doctrine of Quakerism.” (1834-1909)
I consider it a good thing that we experience God in our own unique ways here, and we are free to share
what works for us. We are also mindful not to push that on other people. And this is something too that
ministers and writers are now saying is a sign of a healthy congregation. A congregation other ministers covet.
Peter Dehaan says in his blog post for December 6, 2015, “I desire a church with theological diversity.
What a messy, beautiful place that would be…. But until we embrace diversity in how we view God, we have
little chance of realizing these other types of diversities (racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and political). Diversity
starts with God, but we’re not doing our part.” He goes on to argue that when a church has diverse ideas about
what God is and how God functions, then they are better able to be responsive and open to a hurting world with
its varied beliefs, and to be authentic with people, able to listen to them without agendas and to give an opening
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. He also says that until we have diversity in what we believe about God,
including how we interact with God, then we will remain segregated on Sunday mornings in all these other ways.
“The way we worship God doesn’t matter. The songs we sing, the instruments we play, the clothes we
wear, the version of the Bible we read, and the way we pray aren’t relevant. How we interact with the world, view
baptism, interpret the end times, comprehend the Holy Spirit, and practice communion doesn’t matter. In our
faith essentials nothing should truly matter except for Jesus.”
Here we are at West Elkton Friends Meeting, averaging about 27 people on “good” Sundays, and we are
healthy according to this minister Peter Dehaan, because we are open to each other, different as night and day
from one another in what we believe. Again, we can agree on one thing, when it all comes down to it: it isn’t
about anything if it isn’t about God’s love, and we can’t be about God’s love if we don’t respect that of God in
each other, however that person might interpret that indwelling to them or its leadership in their lives.

Earth Day Celebration
2016
We are thankful to Jennifer Brokamp and Phil Baisley
for coming to present the “critters and creatures” in our
Earth Day event, as we celebrated that God made and
loves us all, even the scaly, slithering or poking across
the road creatures.

Mother’s Day Celebration
We are thankful to the men of the meeting for
providing breakfast to the women on
Mother’s Day! It was marvelous.

Father’s Day Celebration
On Father’s Day we celebrated our fathers or
significant male role model in our lives by cooking or
bringing the food that he liked best to share.
Our program was on the crazy & mixed up father’s in
the Bible from the drunk ones to the crazy ones. We
built a bridge as we let go of anything that held us
back about our role models and celebrated what
brought us forward with our fathers/dads/stepdads/etc.

