
Modern version of Father's Day celebration originated in the United States and then the tradition

spread in countries around the world. The world owes thanks to Sonora Louise Smart Dodd, a loving

daughter from Spokane, Washington.

The idea of a Father's Day celebration originated in Sonora's mind when she heard a Mother's Day

sermon in 1909. Sonora thought if there was a day to honor mothers then why not fathers also? Sonora felt

strongly for fathers because of the affection she received from her own father William Jackson Smart.

Sonora's mother died during childbirth when she was just 16 and her father was left to raise his six children

without a mother.

Inspired by Anna Jarvis' struggle to promote Mother's Day, Sonora Dodd began a rigorous

campaign to celebrate Father's Day in the US. The Spokane Ministerial Association and the local Young

Men's Christian Association (YMCA) supported Sonora's cause. As a result, Spokane celebrated its first

Father's Day on June 19, 1910. Though there was initial hesitation, the idea gained popularity all over the

US and Father’s Day came to be celebrated in cities across the country.



Looking at the heightened popularity of

Father's Day in the US, President Woodrow

Wilson approved of this idea in 1916.

President Calvin Coolidge also supported the

idea of a national Father's Day in 1924 to

"establish more intimate relations between

fathers and their children and to impress upon

fathers the full measure of their obligations."

After a long struggle that spanned over four

decades, President Lyndon Johnson signed a

presidential proclamation declaring the third

Sunday of June as Father's Day in 1966.

Then in 1972, President Richard Nixon

established a permanent national observance

of Father's Day to be held on the third Sunday

of June. Sonora Smart Dodd was honored for

her contribution at the World's Fair in Spokane

in 1974. She died in 1978 at age 96.













Everyone’s father figure or role
model is/was different 

and there may have been several.

These people shaped your view of the
world and of God.







The most significant men in the Bible were not 

significant because of their personal character 

or their own strength. 

They were significant because of God's 

character and strength.

They were not perfect heroes and they were 

not perfect fathers. 

They were capable of deceit and selfishness as 

well as they were capable of godliness. 

These men were people very much like us, 

trying to please God and often falling short of 

the goal. Test your knowledge of the men of 

the Bible.



This man fathered an entire nation. He was a rugged and hairy 

man. After he traded his birthright for a bowl of stew, he 

became the father of the Edomites. He was what you might 

consider to be a "man's man." He was a hunter who loved the 

land and open air. His twin brother, with the help of their 

mother, tricked him out of his birthright by appealing to his 

hunger. He made a few wrong decisions and had a violent 

temper but he also was forgiving of his brother's treachery. His 

descendants, proved unfriendly to the nation of Israel. 

Who is he?



I can't believe that one of my son is best friends with my worst enemy! Who is my son?

I am King Saul of Israel, and I am unstable. My son became friends with David when David 

came to live in the royal household.  Shortly after that time I became increasingly 

suspicious and jealous of my son's friend as the people were singing his praises and 

celebrating him.  From that time on the relationship between me and David has just 

deteriorated further and now I want to kill David. I told my son to kill him! But instead, my 

son helped his friend to get away.  I hear that their relationship continued into old age, 

and that they remained friends for life.  My grandson, Mephibosheth, was crippled, but 

David allowed him to live with him in his own household.  What is my son’s name?



I felt so honored when the prophet arrived to say that 

God had chosen to anoint one of my sons as king! God 

told Samuel the prophet to visit me in Bethlehem. I 

presented my seven older sons to Samuel, expecting one 

of them to be chosen. God told Samuel that none of 

these was the one so Samuel had to ask me if I had any 

more sons! I did.  I had one more, but he was quite the 

pest, and we always sent him into the fields to look after 

sheep to get him out of our hair.   I was so surprised that 

when Samuel saw my son, David, it was David that he 

anointed as the next king of Israel.  Who am I?



I was called "father of many nations,“ but I could have been called the father of many wars as 

well. Three great religions - Christianity, Islam and Judaism - trace their spiritual heritage to 

me.   I had two sons and those two sons each had sons who either had twelve tribes or had 

grandsons who did. Ishmael had twelve sons who became princes of twelve Arabian tribes. 

The Muslim Arabs trace their heritage to me through Ishmael. My son Isaac had twin sons: 

Esau and Jacob. Jacob had twelve sons whose children became of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

The Jews trace their lineage to me through Isaac and Jacob. Because of their shared heritage 

with the Jews, Christians also count me as their spiritual father.  Who am I?



I played favorites with my children.  I only liked one of them really well, and only loved two out of twelve.
I made one of my sons a brightly colored coat of many colors, which meant he never had to work in the
open fields because he would have been a target for wild animals.  So it made his brothers so angry they 
kidnapped him and put him in a well, then sold him to some slave traders going to Egypt.  
Who am I?  Who was my son?



I have a drinking problem.  Honestly, I can’t keep my clothes on if I drink wine, and I was doing fine, until
the earth was covered with water, and well, I had to be in an ark for days and days, and there were dead
people and animals everywhere, and…. You get the picture.  I have three sons, but I blamed one of my sons
for looking at me and making fun of me when I was naked.  Because while tequila does it for some folks, it was
wine and me…. My three sons names are Shem, Ham and Japheth.  What’s my name?



I am a minister for God,  a priest, but even though I worship God, I have not brought up my two sons to do the same.
Their names are Hophni and Phinehas.  Instead, they help lose the Ark of the Covenant to the Philistines, and were killed.
I did  raise Samuel to fear God in the temple.  What is my name?



I am part of the New Testament, and I don’t have any 

children.  But I have taken on someone like a son to raise 

him.  His name is Timothy.  Everyone from his town  

there spoke well of Timothy.  I took him with me on 

many journeys.  I wrote letters to him.  We had a close 

relationship.  What is my name?   


