


Taize is a form of  contemplative worship that 

incorporates mystical practices and interspiritual

beliefs.

“It consists of  short chants, repeated again and 

again, give it a meditative character. Using just a 

few words, [the chants] express a basic reality of  

faith, quickly grasped by the mind. As the words are 

sung over many times, this reality gradually 

penetrates the whole being,“ as explained by the 

Monks in Taize France where it originated.

Taize Service on 

September 25

10:30 worship

Led by Janine Saxton 



Levi Coffin wrote in his journal: “soon after we located to Newport (now Fountain City), I found 

that we were on a line of the U.G.R.R. (Underground Railroad). Fugitives often passed through that 

place…fugitive slaves…were often pursued and captured… I was willing to receive and aid as many 

fugitives as were disposed to my house.”

Indiana Yearly Meeting expelled Levi Coffin for his activism and suspended other Friends from 

committee service. When the activists were refused use of the yearly meetinghouse in Richmond, 

they gathered in 1843 in Newport and established the Indiana Yearly Meeting of Anti-Slavery 

Friends. Newport Friends were divided, and the Newport Anti-Slavery Friends Meeting lasted until 

1857, when its meetinghouse at New Garden became part of the school.

Newport Preparative Meeting, on the main street, achieved monthly meeting status in 1921, as 

Fountain City Monthly Meeting (Friends Church.) By that time, the congregation had a frame building 

which, with some later additions, still stands.



October 16, 2016

Blessing of the Animals

Bring your pet or a picture of your 

pet – come with a concern for 

animals and our connection to that 

which isn’t human but that needs 

us in your hearts



West Elkton Friends Meeting
Presents

One Church’s Role in the Freedom of Others

November 6, 2016

9:30 AM (the day of Daylight Savings Time)

An Expert Panel Discussion

Ed and Chris Nicholson (experts on Fountain City and the Levi Coffin Museum)
Nick Patler (expert on the Underground Railroad through Eaton and Richmond to Fountain City, Indiana)

Donne Hayden (expert on West Elkton Friends Meeting and the history of the Underground Railroad in the area) 

You are invited to stay for the 211 year Homecoming Celebration to follow







Holding each other 
in the Light of God



In our twenty-first century view of life...we know now in new ways 
that the earth and all its fruits are not for our exploitation, they are 
for our care. We are co-creators with God of what creation has left 
unfinished. What has been left in embryo is left for us to 
develop. What can be developed God trusts us to bring to full 
potential. But not for ourselves alone. Co-creation, the human 
commitment to continue the work of God on earth, requires us to 
tend the land and conserve the waters, to till the garden and protect 
the animals, to use the things of the earth in ways that enhance all 
life now—and preserve them for later generations as well.”



“The human-centered view of creation is a stunted one. It fails 
to recognize the oneness of creation, the symphony of life forms 
that depend on one another to bring the universe, pulsing and 
throbbing with life, to a wholeness that is mutual, that reflects 
the full face of God rather than simply our own.”



“We are called to listen to nature as well as to one 
another, to hear its groans and till its gardens, to 
nurture its young and maintain the purity of its air, 
until we ourselves become the voices for life in 
everything everywhere. To do that we must become 
part of the liturgy of life, treating as holy everything 
we touch, regarding as sacred every being alive, intent 
on preserving the best of what is—while we use our 
science and technology to protect, defend, and enhance 
them all. 

Joan Chittister The Monastery of the Heart: An 
Invitation to a Meaningful Life. “













Matthew 25: 34- 40

34 “Then the King will say to the good people on his right, ‘Come. 

My Father has given you his blessing. Come and receive the 

kingdom God has prepared for you since the world was 

made. 35 I was hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and 

you gave me something to drink. I was alone and away from 

home, and you invited me into your house. 36 I was without 

clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was sick, and you 

cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’
37 “Then the good people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and give you food? When did we see you thirsty and give 

you something to drink? 38 When did we see you alone and away 

from home and invite you into our house? When did we see you 

without clothes and give you something to wear? 39 When did we 

see you sick or in prison and care for you?’
40 “Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth. Anything you 

did for any of my people here, you also did for me.’





Moment to Centerdown









by Thomas S. Brown

The basis upon which we hold our meetings 
for business—be they committee, monthly, 
quarterly, or yearly meetings—is that this is 
God’s world, that God has unfinished 
business for us to do, and that it is possible 
for us to ascertain God’s will for us in this 
world. The meeting for business is, in 
essence, the meeting for worship focused 
upon specific matters, and there well may be 
significant correlation between the depth 
and power of the meeting for worship and 
that of the meeting for business.





We are to run our lives as we do our Meetings for Business

On reflecting on the life of John Woolman, Thomas Kelley says, 
“His outward life became simplified…

He didn’t have to struggle, and renounce, and strain to achieve simplicity.  
He yielded to the Centre and his life became simple…
His many selves were integrated into a single true self,
whose whole aim was humbly walking in the presence and 
guidance and will of God. There was no shouting down of 
a disgruntled minority by a majority vote among his selves. 
It was as if there were in him a presiding chairman, who, in the solemn, 
holy silence of inwardness, took the sense of the meeting. I would 
suggest that the Quaker method of conducting business meetings 
is also applicable to the conduct of our individual lives, inwardly.







When Reaching A Decision

1. Begin with silence and centering
2. Defer to the clerk (God).
3. Listen to all of the voices in your 

body with the patience and 
understanding you would listen 
to everyone in a meeting for 
business

4. Delay if unity is not reached
5. Submit and accept when it is.


