


Joys and Concerns

Opening Prayer





Isaiah 61
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a]

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,
3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty

instead of ashes,
the oil of joy

instead of mourning,
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and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the LORD

for the display of his splendor.

4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins

and restore the places long devastated;

they will renew the ruined cities

that have been devastated for 

generations.

5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks;

foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.

6 And you will be called priests of the LORD,

you will be named ministers of our God.



You will feed on the wealth of nations,

and in their riches you will boast.

7 Instead of your shame

you will receive a double portion,

and instead of disgrace

you will rejoice in your inheritance.

And so you will inherit a double portion in your 

land,

and everlasting joy will be yours.

8 Unison: For I, the LORD, love justice





Colossians 3: 12-17 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 

of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you.14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 

them all together in perfect unity.

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the 

message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 

and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.



As we celebrate Christmas, many times we focus on decorating with colors of 

white, red or green. Our minds become filled with ideas about using stars, 

Santas, angels and reindeer to decorate our houses or yards. The smell of pine, 

cedar, apple cider and pumpkin spices are in our homes.  We can become 

almost obsessed with decorating our homes, adorning trees or hanging 

wreaths, even putting little elf hats on our heads, all to set a mood we call the 

Spirit of Christmas and to welcome people into our homes.  But if we want a 

longer lasting Spirit that reflects the Christ in Christmas, we have to make our 

hearts suitable and welcoming for Christ's presence. The scripture in 

Colossians tell us that we are to decorate our lives with values leading to unity 

with others and peace in our own lives. Just like we dress up for Christmas, 

getting in the spirit of Joy means to put on love, slide on compassion, and 

dress ourselves in the virtues that show God's presence in our lives.  Let us 

rejoice and seek to honor that of God not only in others, but also in ourselves, 

seeking more ways to clothe ourselves in love and with a spirit of thankfulness 

as we seek to bring about the Spirit of Christ in Christmas.





From a prison cell apostle Paul allegedly wrote a word for Christians of this day.
Fashioning his letters to be sweet for Grecian ears.
This is what the Logos seems to say:

Clothe Yourself in love;
The fabric of our living.
Wear the hat of joy and a jacket of thanksgiving.

Clothe yourself in love.
Wear the scarf of fairness.

Trade your fearful threads for a touch of bareness.

Clear your closet of anger reds and passions.
Clothe yourself in love.
Truth loves simple fashions.



Out with the old!
On with the True!
Love gives us all
A brand new hue.

Clothe yourself in love
Don the cloak of kindness.
Change those biased threads.
God has colorblindness.

Clothe yourself in love.
A style for every nation!
Dress in righteousness.
It wears for the duration.

Clear your closet of
Envy greens and passions.
Clothe yourself in love.
Wear more cozy fashions.

Out with the old!
On with the True!
Love gives us all
A brand new hue!

Clothe yourself in love;
A style for every nation,
Dress in patient hues;
It matches the creation.



Drape  yourself in love
And the finery candor.
Clear your closet of
The pukey puce of slander!

Out with the old!
On with the True!
Love gives us all
A brand new hue!

Rid your wardrobe of
Dead, outdated fashion.
Clothe yourself in love!
Let peace be your passion.

Wear the habit of
Material separation.
Make the dress of love
Your spiritual foundation,
A style for every nation,
That wears for the duration:
The fabric of creation!



While by the sheep we watched at night

Glad tidings brought an angel bright

Refrain:

How great our joy! Great our joy!

Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy!

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so He did say,

In Bethlehem a Child today.

Refrain

There shall the Child lie in a stall,

This Child who shall redeem us all.

Refrain

This gift of God we’ll cherish well,

That ever joy our hearts shall fill. 

Refrain
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Isaiah 61
*The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a]

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,
3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them 
a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning,

and a garment 
of praise

instead of a 
spirit of despair.
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a garment of praise
instead of 

a spirit of despair

Closing Hymn # 85 Joy to the World


