


 Today is the annual Hanging of the Greens at the rise of meeting

 December 18, Christmas celebration  -- Carols and Children’s play 

 December 24, 2016 7:00 Christmas Eve Service

 December 25, 2016 --10:30 Christmas Morning Service and Celebration

 Please let Leigh know which Sunday your family is willing to do the Advent Reading

There is a sign up sheet.





“Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem”
By Dr. Maya Angelou
Thunder rumbles in the mountain passes
And lightning rattles the eaves of our 
houses.
Flood waters await us in our avenues.

Snow falls upon snow, falls upon snow to 
avalanche
Over unprotected villages.
The sky slips low and grey and threatening.

We question ourselves.
What have we done to so affront nature?
We worry God.
Are you there? Are you there really?
Does the covenant you made with us still 
hold?

Into this climate of fear and apprehension, 
Christmas enters,
Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope
And singing carols of forgiveness high up in 
the bright air.
The world is encouraged to come away 
from rancor,
Come the way of friendship.

It is the Glad Season.
Thunder ebbs to silence and lightning 
sleeps quietly in the corner.
Flood waters recede into memory.
Snow becomes a yielding cushion to aid us
As we make our way to higher ground.



Louder than the explosion of bombs.
We tremble at the sound. We are thrilled by 

its presence.
It is what we have hungered for.

Not just the absence of war. But, true Peace.
A harmony of spirit, a comfort of courtesies.

Security for our beloveds and their beloveds.

We clap hands and welcome the Peace of 
Christmas.

We beckon this good season to wait a while 
with us.

We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and 
Muslim, say come. 

Hope is born again in the faces of children
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they 

walk into their sunsets.
Hope spreads around the earth. Brightening 

all things,
Even hate which crouches breeding in dark 

corridors.

In our joy, we think we hear a whisper.
At first it is too soft. Then only half heard.
We listen carefully as it gathers strength.

We hear a sweetness.
The word is Peace.

It is loud now. It is louder.



Peace.
Come and fill us and our world with your majesty.

We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the 
Confucian,

Implore you, to stay a while with us.
So we may learn by your shimmering light

How to look beyond complexion and see 
community.

It is Christmas time, a halting of hate time.

On this platform of peace, we can create a language
To translate ourselves to ourselves and to each 

other.

At this Holy Instant, we celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
Christ

Into the great religions of the world.
We jubilate the precious advent of trust.

We shout with glorious tongues at the coming of 
hope.

All the earth's tribes loosen their voices
To celebrate the promise of Peace.

We, Angels and Mortal's, Believers and Non-
Believers,

Look heavenward and speak the word aloud.
Peace. We look at our world and speak the word 

aloud.
Peace. We look at each other, then into ourselves

And we say without shyness or apology or 
hesitation.

Peace, My Brother.
Peace, My Sister.
Peace, My Soul.” 

― Maya Angelou

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3503.Maya_Angelou


Rise if you are able and sing

Hymn #53 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus



Scripture:  Isaiah 40: 3-8 as a 
responsive reading

3 A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare

the way for the LORD;
make straight in the desert

a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be raised up,

every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,

the rugged places a plain.
5 And the glory of the LORD will be 
revealed,

and all people will see it together.

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry out.”

And I said, “What shall I cry?”
“All people are like grass,

and all their faithfulness is like the 
flowers of the field.
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall,

because the breath of the LORD blows 
on them.

Surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the word of our God endures 
forever.”





The celebration of Advent has evolved in the spiritual life of the Church. The historical origins of 

Advent are hard to determine with great precision. When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent 

each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long 

preparation for the Saviors first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for welcoming the 

Divine into our lives.

A good way to help us in our Advent preparation has been the use of the Advent wreath. The wreathe is a 
circle, which has no beginning or end: So we call to mind how our lives, here and now, participate in the 
eternity of Gods plan of salvation and how we hope to share eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
wreath is made of fresh plant material, because Christ came to give us new life through His passion, death, 
and resurrection. Three candles are purple, symbolizing penance, preparation, and sacrifice; the pink candle 
symbolizes the same but highlights the third Sunday of Advent.
The light represents Christ, who entered this world to scatter the darkness of evil and show us the way of 
righteousness. The progression of lighting candles shows our increasing readiness to meet our Lord.  In all, 
during Advent we strive to fulfill the prayer 

Unison: God in Heaven, ... increase our longing for Christ our Savior and give us 
the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in 
His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.



Listen to the song as you prepare your heart for worship –
• How can you welcome Christ’s Light into your soul today?  
• How can it be a better place for God to dwell, rule, and abide? 

We will pass the offering plate on the last verse.
Please give generously! 



1. Come, Lord Jesus, to the manger;
May we see thy tender face?
Great Creator, here a stranger,
Infant in this humble place.
Darkness scatter, morning swell;
Come, dear Lord Immanuel.
Come, Lord Jesus, to the manger;
Come, Lord Jesus, come!



2. Come, Lord Jesus, to the wounded,
Broken heart and bended knee.
Worthy Lamb, thy love unbounded,
Bid our souls to rest in Thee.
Come in glory to the earth;
Come to us to rule and reign.
Ready us to kneel and greet thee;
Come, Lord Jesus, come!



3. Come, Lord Jesus, great Redeemer,
Light of morning from the East.
We will be Thy children ever;
Dry our tears, all weeping cease!
Come in glory to the earth;
Come to us to rule and reign.
Ready us to kneel and greet thee;
Come, Lord Jesus, come!





Matthew 3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do 
not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 
up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to 
be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.”



Crooked Mountain paths are unsafe
• If paths are crooked people fall 

when it is dark, and become lost 
easily.

• If paths are crooked, the rubble is 
unstable and you can lose your 
foothold.

• If paths are crooked, thieves and 
evil hides out in the crevasses.

• If the paths are unsafe, it is not 
okay to get too many people to 
follow you – to lead into harms 
way.



• Straightening out paths means 
moving mountains, pushing against 
very hard things that are in place.

• So if we are preparing for Christ 
coming into our lives what are the 
hard places that need to be moved?

• Desert sands shift.  Making straight a 
path means that straightening out 
something might mean doing it 
again and again.  It doesn’t mean it 
is not working, it means you have to 
do it more than once, or a dozen 
times.



• Preparing for the arrival of 
Christ might mean to accept 
plan B.  You might not have a 
room in a nice Inn, but God is 
comforted by straw and 
surrounded by animals.   You 
may have to deal with 
swallowing your pride and 
simply doing what isn’t perfect, 
but is your best. 



The wise men journeyed 
for years to see the Christ 
child.  To welcome the 
Christ in, we might need 
to make long journeys, or 
follow distant stars.  How 
are you at keeping your 
commitments to follow 
the Christ Light?



The magi prepared so that they 
had already gathered and 
brought with them gifts for the 
Christ child.  They didn’t get 
into those gifts on the way.

Do you have any gifts you 
should be giving to the Christ?  
Are you messing in his gold, 
frankincense or myrrh giving 
them to other sources?



We have so many 
instructions from Christ 
and others we are to 
follow, but we need to be 
like the shepherds that 
when Christ said to go, 
they went to Bethlehem to 
welcome the Christ child. 

Are there any 
commands that 
would help you to 
welcome the Christ 
that you are ignoring?  
Do you make excuses 
instead of greeting 
Christ?



Hymn # 54: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Open Worship

• So if we are preparing for Christ coming into our lives what are the hard 
(stubborn, entrenched) places that need to be moved?

• Are you waiting for the perfect moment to welcome Christ into your life?
• Are there any commitments you need to be more welcoming to Christ?
• Do you have any gifts you should be giving to the Christ?  
• Are you giving what is intended for Christ’s use to others? 
• Are there any commands that would help you to welcome the Christ that 

you are ignoring?  
• Do you make excuses instead of welcoming Christ?



As if opening your heart to Christ
Welcome the Christ child in.

This is Advent –
the Coming of Christ to us

Hymn #65 Away in A Manger


