




Father, Mother, God,

Thank you for your presence

during the hard and mean days,

for then we have you to lean upon.

Thank you for your presence

during the bright and sunny days,

for then we can share that which we have

with those who have less.

And thank you for your presence

during the Holy Days, for then we are able

to celebrate you and our families

and our friends.

For those who have no voice,

we ask you to speak.



For those who feel unworthy,

we ask you to pour your love out

in waterfalls of tenderness.

For those who live in pain,

we ask you to bathe them

in the river of your healing.

For those who are lonely, we ask

you to keep them company.

For those who are depressed,

we ask you to shower upon them

the light of hope.

Dear Creator, You, the borderless

sea of substance, we ask you to give to all the

world that which we need most--Peace.





4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 

exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and 

eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and 

daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 

daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 

daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek 

the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 

find your welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 

of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 

among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that 

they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in 

my name; I did not send them, declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 29:4-14



10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy 

years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 

you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 

bring you back to this place. 11 For I know 

the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 

you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will 

call upon me and come and pray to 

me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me 

and find me, when you seek me with all 

your heart. 14 I will be found by you, 

declares the LORD, and I will restore your 

fortunes and gather you from all the nations 

and all the places where I have driven you, 

declares the LORD, and I will bring you back 

to the place from which I sent you into 

exile.





• God has big plans for you and wants the 
best for you, so you have to listen.

• Your relationship with God needs to 
remain in good standing and be a true 
relationship.

• By listening to God’s voice we can find 
this inner wealth – and we can know 
spiritual richness.



This is a slightly abridged 

version of the New Year’s 

prayer from Billy Graham, 

written for The Saturday 

Evening Post in 2008



As we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your 

presence and Your guidance as we face the future.

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but 

You alone know what it holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and 

the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put our 

hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during 

this coming year.

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of 

Your unchanging love.

In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to 

You for the stability and comfort we will need.

In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not 

to lose our way but to have the courage to do what is right in Your sight, 

regardless of the cost.



And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows 
and injustices of our hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice 
to those who are friendless and in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient 
Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end” 
(Psalm 119:33).

We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all those who 
are seeking to bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. Bring our 
divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to be. 

As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond 
what we have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your 
mercies to us, but may they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to 
make You the foundation and center of our lives this year.

And so, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, and we look forward to it 
with expectancy and faith.
Amen





God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our 
family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We 
know that you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to 
be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one another.

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values 
and our deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness 
that comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us 
to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, so 
that we might live in peace with you now, one day at a 
time. Amen      https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/holidays-and-special-

occasions/other-special-occasions/family-new-years-prayer?p=1





Thomas Keating, a Cistercian priest and founder of the Centering Prayer 

Movement, points to the many mystics and holy people throughout the ages who 

referred to a kind of prayer in which “deep calls to deep” without words or 

imagery. 

While we don’t know exactly how they practiced it in the monasteries of old, we 

know that silence is pretty simple and basic. You sit. You open yourself to the 

presence of the ineffable One. And when your mind wanders, you come back to a 

sacred word or phrase.   

My suggestion is simple – Let’s use a phrase – and break it down into words 

when we feel led to – any of them ---At the end of 10 minutes – let’s talk about 

what works for us in 2017

Suggested Phrase – “God’s will in 2017 for West Elkton Friends”

Maybe God calls you to focus on “Friends” or “Will” or 2017 –let’s see what arises 

for us at the end of this time.



“God’s will in 2017 

for West Elkton 

Friends”




