


I've been learning how to use pain as prayer. It's 

awesome. It helps me to meditate with it, let go of the 

suffering part and imagine myself among the refugees 

with their fear and pain, and it's pretty easy to realize that 

theirs is worse, and I just comfort them in my mind. It 

helps them and me too. Although, even if it didn't help me, 

I'm grateful for being able to lessen their pain. My dad 

used to say, "Offer it up", but until now it didn't occur to me 

how it made any difference. Now I get it. We're all in this 

together and for love we become willing to take on some 

of theirs, and to share with them the healing we have, or 

even to give up our healing for them. It really makes you 

regard pain and suffering differently.















The other incidents that 
brought anger from the 
Pharisees has been said 
to be Jesus cleansing 
the temple in 
Jerusalem.



But again, that 
happened multiple 
times and seems to 
have been a habit.



At the beginning of his ministry

They were Selling Oxen and Sheep; the whip 
was for the cattle, not the people.



Midway in his ministry he drove 
out the ones selling doves, and 
walking them through the 
temple.



All the way to the week before his death

when they were selling pigeons



But probably, 
disrupting the 
synagogue would not 
have threatened the 
Roman government 
enough for them to 
listen to the Pharisees.  
Remember the 
Samaritans did much 
worse, and they were 
not punished.

Samaritans Desecrate Judean Temple

29 Now (about 9 CE) when Judea was 
administered by Coponius, who was 
sent out byQuirinius [the Roman 
governor of Syria]...these things 
occurred: During the celebration of 
the feast of Unleavened Bread, which 
we call Passover, in a custom of the 
priests the gates of the temple [in 
Jerusalem] were opened after 
midnight.

30 And then, when their opening first 
occurred, Samaritan men coming 
into Jerusalem in secret, began to 
scatter human bones in the porticoes 
and throughout the temple. (So, the 
priests), who were not accustomed to 
such things before, managed the 
temple with greater care.
--- Josephus, Antiquities 18.29-30



Instead, it had to be a miracle or action that 
challenged the power of the Romans or the tactics 
they used for power.

The Romans used mainly terrorism to remain in 
power.  They frightened people with death. 
Frightening people causes infighting among those 
people.  The Romans used the tension and threats of 
death to pit people against each.



As the number and extent of terrorist acts go up, so 
does infighting.  In the Roman-occupied-Jerusalem, 
it was the Hillel Jews against the Shammai.  Jesus is 
thought to have been from the school of Hillel. Then 
there were the Saducees who disagreed with both 
of them.  Judea versus Israel and so on.  How they 
felt about the Samaritans was very different. How 
they felt about Roman occupation, and how they 
interpreted the Torah was also all very different.  So 
as the violence escalated, so did their divisions.



The Romans used several forms of execution and public torture to help 

create this climate.  These included public beatings to death of unclothed 

individuals.  It also included using many kinds of crucifixion even though 

wood was hard to come by. They even took extra steps for it to be more 

excruciating and a long death.

“In order to prolong the agony, Roman executioners devised two instruments 

that would keep the victim alive on the cross for extended periods of time. 

One, known as a sedile, was a small seat attached to the front of the cross, 

about halfway down. This device provided some support for the victim's 

body and may explain the phrase used by the Romans, "to sit on the cross." 

Biblical Archeological Resources



Josephus described multiple kinds of torture including different positions of 
crucifixion during the Siege of Jerusalem as Titus crucified the rebels; and 
Seneca the Younger recounts: "I see crosses there, not just of one kind but 
made in many different ways: some have their victims with head down to the 
ground; some impale their private parts; others stretch out their arms on the 
gibbet."



Other historical documents mention that the Romans used 
a torture wheel that pulled people apart; they used a rock 
Jewish people were made to jump from to their deaths; 
they also used a very large fork that they put under the 
person’s chin and raised them up.  The worst was the 
brazen bull that was paraded around Jerusalem to frighten 
the Jewish people.





One of the ways to punish people was to pour 
wax on them, and then light them on fire while 
still alive, using them as “screaming garden 
lights” in the Roman gardens. 



Jesus taught in a way that empowered 
and unified people through assurance of 
peace, through assurance of courage 
and safety, and through encouragement 
of forgiveness and grace.  He showed a 
lot of people how to work with and be 
with common people and how to care 
for those who are different than we are.  
People who practice these teachings of 
Jesus tended to be very powerful and 
empowering.



In a time that was worse than we see 
today, Jesus told us to 



Fear of death creates the rise in extremist thinking, 
particularly those who see law, order, control, extreme 
patriotism, militarism, and domination as the keys to a 
good government rather than what is good for each 
individual (Professor Bobby Azarian,  a cognitive 
neuroscientist, a researcher in the Visual Attention and 
Cognition Lab at George Mason University, and a 
science writer whose work has appeared in The Atlantic, 
The New York Times and Scientific American, among 
others.) 



“Terror management theory (TMT) explains how and why 
events that conjure up thoughts about death cause people to cling 
more strongly to their cultural worldviews – siding with those who 
share their national, ethnic or political identity, while aggressively 
opposing those who do not.

Consequently, sharp increases in deadly terror attacks around 
the world serve to create a sweeping psychological condition that 
sets the stage for waves of …prejudice, intolerance and hostility 
toward dissimilar others.

TMT was first proposed by social psychologists in the 1980s and 
derived from cultural anthropologist Ernest Becker’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning work of philosophy and psychology, The Denial of 
Death (1973).”   Azarian



According to Terror Management Theory, we 
adopt cultural worldviews to curb a fear of 
death.  We feel protected in groups like us. 
We try to increase our feelings of security by 
excluding those who are not like us. When 
we, humans, are reminded of our mortality, 
we simply want protection and to live longer.  
Half of the Psalms remind us of this want for 
protection.  But in our hands, these fears of 
death produce actions that serve to 
strengthen faith not in God but in our views, 
not in God but in idolatry of patriotism that 
puts Country before God.  



However, the worst part is when we put our 
own religion before God.  We can easily forget 
about the sacredness of life and discount 
those who do not live or believe like we do.  
We disregard the importance of love and 
forgiveness. In a climate that fears death, 
reminders (like public crucifixions or 
publicized beheadings) motivate individuals 
to invest more in groups to which they 
belong.  We humans innately act more 
aggressively towards those with different 
cultural worldviews or nationalities, races, 
classes, ethnicities, gender orientations, or 
religious identities when we fear death.



Jesus stood firm that people of all nationalities, all races, all 
walks of life should be treated with equality, dignity and 
respect, except when they are mistreating others and then 
God was to take the effort to remedy this, not us.  Our beliefs 
teach us that all are equal and deserving of the same 
opportunities that we have.  Just like the Jewish people of 
Jesus’ day and the Romans of that time, we choose to cling to 
our own people and to our own nations at the cost of others 
when we feel frightened of death. It feels rational, but it goes 
against Christ’s teachings.



By reviving Lazarus, Jesus created power 
issues with the Pharisees and the Romans.



Jesus’ teachings spoke against the kinds 
of problems that were caused by the acts 
of terror. While the other things Jesus 
said and did were irritating, raising a 
person from the dead after four days 
would have undermined the Roman 
government’s power by reducing the fear 
of death among the Jewish community.



The Jewish and the Roman leaders of the 
day counted on having the control they 
wanted.  Removing the fear of death, and 
preaching resurrection, created an 
atmosphere where people could think 
differently.  There would be more unity, less 
infighting, and less of an adherence to 
Roman or Jewish culture for identity and 
security.  



John 12: 9 When the large crowd of Jews realized that he was there, they came 
not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. 10 So the high priests planned to kill Lazarus, too, 11 since he was the 
reason why so many of the Jews were leaving to believe in Jesus.





“So what does this all mean for the world today? If massively destructive terror attacks 
continue, terror management theory predicts that societies will grow exponentially 
more chaotic and divided. Heightened aggression towards dissimilar others (people of 
other races, ages, genders, gender orientations, and religions) produces a tendency to 
favor war over peace…Raised tensions between nations, ethnicities and political 
groups will lead to further conflict, creating a devastating feedback loop of suspicion 
and violence.

But it is critical that we not lose optimism in these challenging times. By becoming 
cognizant of the inflammatory and divisive effect that death reminders and 
perceived existential threat have on all of us, we can begin to take steps toward 
defending against [the inflammatory and divisive effect of death and threats of 
death]. 



After each terrorist attack we must 
actively work to unite groups with 
different nationalities, ethnicities and 
cultural worldviews. We must help build 
bridges between dissimilar 
communities... Such efforts, combined 
with a calm and cool temperament, can 
help manage the terror of mortality in 
ways that preserve rationality, 
compassion and peace.”
Ernest Becker, The Denial of Death





When death comes to our door, we can
welcome it as part of this life, even when it
comes brutally as a news report on an attack or
a scary situation where a child brings a gun to
school. Like Winter comes, so does Spring, and
we can welcome both with preparation and
with proper grief while still missing the season
before. But if we spend all our time either
planning for the next season or remembering
the last one, we miss where we are today.
Today is where we serve God. As the Winter
fades and the flowers come up, we know that
newness and renewal will happen if we let go
and let God. We know that Death can lose its
sting in time and with focusing on love and life,
for ourselves and for others.



For what is decaying must be clothed with what cannot decay, and what is 

dying must be clothed with what cannot die. (Love, compassion, gentleness, 

kindness, and respect) 54 Now, when what is decaying is clothed with what 

cannot decay, and what is dying is clothed with what cannot die, then the 

written word will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up by victory!”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”
56 Now death’s stinger is sin, and sin’s power is the Law. 57 But thanks be to 

God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus the Messiah!
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, unmovable, 

always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that the 

work that you do for the Lord isn’t wasted.

1 Corinthians 15:53-58




