
Procession



Welcome and Announcements

April 9, 2017 Palm Sunday



M&O – This Week
We are still collecting
Hygiene and Dry good 

products for 
Camden Food Pantry

Good Friday --- Easter Egg Hunt and Games
7:30 PM



Check – in and Prayer Requests

•How are you?
•How is your life?
•Do you have anything that went really well

this week?
• Is there anything you would like us to pray for

or to know about?



Feeding of the Five Thousand
Narrator:  Jesus’ disciples came and said to him,

Disciples: This is an isolated place and it’s getting late. Send 
the crowds away so they can go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves.

Jesus:        There’s no need to send them away. You give them 
something to eat.

Disciples:  We have nothing here except five loaves
and two fish.

Jesus:        Bring them here to me.



Narrator:  Jesus ordered the crowd

Jesus:        Sit down on the grass.

Narrator:  Jesus took the five loaves of bread and the two fish, 
looked up to heaven, blessed them, and broke the 
loaves apart and gave them to the disciples.

Jesus:        Make everyone feel welcome. Let everyone who is 
hungry eat.

Narrator:  Then the disciples gave the food to the crowds. 
When everyone had plenty to eat, Jesus turned to 
his disciples.



Jesus:        Gather up the leftover pieces so that nothing will 
be wasted.

Narrator:  Everyone ate until they were full and they filled 12 
baskets with the leftovers. About 5,000 men plus 
women and children had eaten.



Offertory and Sharing Our Gifts

Let us break bread together on our knees Hymn #326



Reading from Saving Paradise

“[Jesus’] act of feeding offered compassion for the needy, encouraged 
generosity for the good of all, even among those with little, and affirmed life 
abundant for everyone, regardless of status or need. This value system 
undermined the paternalism of Rome, which was built on an elite and 
powerful few having so much that they might scatter their largess, 
distributing twenty percent of their grain as a dole to the vast masses. The 
poor and powerless were expected to be grateful to the empire for acts of 
charity that maintained its domination. Jesus, on the other hand, belonged 
to the peasant class and working poor, and his relentless judgments against 
the rich and powerful revealed how injustice betrayed God’s desire for all to 
have abundant life. He challenged the paternalistic system by offering food 
blessed by heaven and not by Rome.”
–Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Ann Parker



O God, Our Help In Ages Past

Hymn #21 verses 1-3



The Early Church
(Reading 2 from Saving Paradise)

The ancient Eucharist was designed to capture the wholeness of beauty and 
to imprint right relationship to the world. Its design elicited greater capacities 
for truth, beauty, and goodness in the community, and it guided love to find 
particular expression in diverse relationships. The ritual feast initiated people 
into this world unveiled as paradise—as the Genesis garden in which God 
was walking in the cool of the day.
–Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Ann Parker



Sermon

Eating Together 
as Kingdom Building



Luke 19:1-7

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus, a 
ruler among tax collectors, was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being a 
short man, he couldn’t because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore 
tree so he could see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. When Jesus came to that 
spot, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay in your home 
today.” So Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus.

Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”



John 2:1-9

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. When 
the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They don’t have any wine.” 
Jesus replied, “Woman, what does that have to do with me? My time hasn’t 
come yet.”

His mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby were six 
stone water jars used for the Jewish cleansing ritual, each able to hold about 
twenty or thirty gallons.

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” and they filled them to 
the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some from them and take it to the 
headwaiter,” and they did. The headwaiter tasted the water that had become 
wine. He didn’t know where it came from, though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew.



Matthew 14:13-21
(see also Mark 6 and John 6)

When Jesus heard about John, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
When the crowds learned this, they followed him on foot from the cities. When Jesus 
arrived and saw a large crowd, he had compassion for them and healed those who were 
sick. That evening his disciples came and said to him,

“This is an isolated place and it’s getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.”

But Jesus said to them,
“There’s no need to send them away. You give them something to eat.”

They replied,
“We have nothing here except five loaves of bread and two fish.”

He said,
“Bring them here to me.”

He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. He took the five loaves of bread and the 
two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed them and broke the loaves apart and gave them to 
his disciples. Then the disciples gave them to the crowds. Everyone ate until they were 
full, and they filled twelve baskets with the leftovers. About five thousand men plus 
women and children had eaten.



John 13:2-5,12-15
(excerpts)

Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal…Jesus…got up from 
the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his 
waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he was wearing

After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his 
place at the table. He said to them,

Do you know what I’ve done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have 
washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. I have given you 
an example: Just as I have done, you also must do. 



Luke 7:33-34
(see also Matthew 11)

John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 
‘He has a demon.’  Yet the Human One came eating and drinking, and you 
say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’



God so generously loved the world [kosmos] that he placed his 
only son here, so that everyone who has confidence in him may 
not be lost or destroyed but may have eternal life. God did not 
send his son into the world to put the world on trial but so that the 
world might be rescued through him.

—John 3:16 (paraphrase from the Greek by Rita Nakashima Brock
and Rebecca Ann Parker)

Open Worship


