


Palm Sunday Breakfast
9:30 AM

April 9, 2017

M&O – Next Week

We are still collecting
Hygiene and Dry good 

products for 
Camden Food Pantry

Good Friday --- Easter Egg Hunt and Games
7:30 PM



The March for Science in Oxford, Ohio will be held on 

Saturday, April 22.

This is a chance to demonstrate publicly in support of 

science, reason, and objective facts. Muriel Blasdell will be 

a speaker and is one of the organizers of the event.

Several scientists will speak about the importance of 

science in our world and why.

Meet in front of Armstrong Student Center 550 East Spring 

Street, Oxford, OH, 45056. at 11:30 to March.

March to the Slant Walk for the Rally to be held. The 

Slant Walk is on the edge of campus. Across the street 

from Skippers where the Gate entrance to campus is. 

This will begin at noon.



















1.I’ve found a friend in Jesus, He’s everything to 

me,

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul;

The Lily of the Valley, in Him alone I see

All I need to cleanse and make me fully whole.

In sorrow He’s my comfort, in trouble He’s my stay;

He tells me every care on Him to roll.

He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning 

Star,

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.

2. He will never, never leave me, nor yet forsake 

me here,

While I live by faith and do His blessed will;

A wall of fire about me, I’ve nothing now to fear,

with His manna He my hungry soul shall fill.

Then sweeping up to glory to see His blessed face,

Where rivers of delight shall ever roll.

He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning 

Star,

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.

Then sweeping up to glory to see His blessed face,

Where rivers of delight shall ever roll.

He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star,

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.

He’s the fairest of ten thou ---- sand to  ----my soul.



As I have told you many times and now say with deep sadness, many 
people live as enemies of the cross. Their lives end with destruction. 
Their god is their stomach, and they take pride in their disgrace because 
their thoughts focus on earthly things. 

Our citizenship is in heaven. (Philippians 3:18-20)

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is 
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:21-23)



All of these [Hebrew forefathers and mothers] died in faith without 
receiving the promises, but they saw the promises from a distance and 
welcomed them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
immigrants on earth.  People who say this kind of thing make it clear 
that they are looking for a homeland. If they had been thinking about 
the country that they had left, they would have had the opportunity to 
return to it. But at this point in time, they are longing for a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God isn’t ashamed to be 
called their God—he has prepared a city for them. (Hebrew 11:13-16)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.



Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth 

and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the 

circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—

remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 

excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants 

of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 

one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 

hostility,



by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to 

reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put 

to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who 

were far away and peace to those who were near.

For through him we both have access to the Father by one 

Spirit.



Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 

fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 

household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In 

him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a 

holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built 

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

(Ephesians 2: 10-22)

28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. (Galatians 8:28)



The Strangers &
The Condemned

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

All
All

All

All
All

All

All





Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus  Carry the Cross













Do we accept help from 
others?
Are we racist, nationalist, 
or elitist in whom we will 
accept help from?
Do we see that of God in all 
people?
Can we let our 
circumstances open 
opportunities for others to 
do God’s will?
Can we be more humble?



The Good Thief vs The Other Thief 
on the crosses

1. The second thief admitted he was in 
the wrong and had broken the law –
showed remorse.

2. He looked at Jesus in the face.
3. He knew Jesus was innocent and 

said so.
4. He didn’t ask for himself to be 

spared but to be remembered.  He 
valued the heart of Christ.

5. Showed a change in behavior



“The good thief” provided comfort to the Comforter.
Because of this thief,  Christ was not alone.  
These two men, the alien and the condemned, provided 
companionship to Christ on his last day and in his last hours.  
They are of two groups we tend to push away from, foreigners 
and the condemned.  Who do you trust?  Whom do you let 
near you? In Christ’s final hours it was not his friends but 
these two men who stood for him and with him, providing 
support both physically and emotionally.  Maybe we shouldn’t 
be so prejudice in whom we allow help – to us, to our 
meeting, to our country, in our lives. (Moment of reflection)



A “Midrash” is taking a religious story and then embellishing it 
to fit what you think could have happened, or moving it to 
another location or time.   If I wrote a midrash about the feet of 
Jesus, I would write about his particularly beautiful feet.  I might 
write from the point of view of the feet and would describe 
them going from being anointed, then washed, and then 
pierced with a nail. I might write that I had to be brushed off 
because I was rejected, or what it felt like to have drops of 
blood running down me. But I would add my take on it, and not 
stick to the wording in the scripture. It would become a story of 
its own. Midrashes were a common way to show allegiance and 
honor to scripture in Jesus’ day.





In the same way, David Jeremiah wrote a song 
about the second thief.  As we go into open 
worship, I will play both of these songs.  Let 
us turn our attention (our eyes) toward Jesus 
and seek Christ’s Presence;
Because in his presence there is no difference 
in people, only in attitudes and love, humility 
and willingness to see God’s face with a sense 
of remorse and grace.




