


Announcements



Celebrating Earth Day

Consider how the wildflowers grow. (Luke 12:27)











Check In   



Moment of Silence

Opening Prayer

#137

Teach Me to 

Stop and Listen



Offertory





When asked about the song's meaning during a December 1980 
interview with David Sheff for [a] magazine, Lennon told Sheff that Dick 
Gregory had given Yoko Ono and him a Christian prayer book, which 
inspired him the concept behind "Imagine".

The concept of positive prayer ...”If you can imagine a world at 
peace, with no denominations of religion—not without religion but 
without this my God-is-bigger-than-your-God thing—then it can be true ..”

John Lennon composed "Imagine" one morning in early 1971, on a 
Steinway piano, in a bedroom at his Tittenhurst Park estate in Ascot, 
Berkshire, England. Ono watched as he composed the melody, chord 
structure and almost all the lyrics, nearly completing the song in one brief 
writing session.  (Wikipedia)



On the 30th anniversary of John Lennon's murder, radio and TV stations 
around the world played "Imagine," the former Beatle's hymn to idealism that 
remains his most celebrated work. But although the song, released in 1971, 
was intended to present the possibility of an ideal world, it also provoked 
controversy — and still does today.

The problems start with the opening line: "Imagine there's no heaven." 
[Fundamentalist] Christians have condemned those words as blasphemous. 
And then there are these lines: "Imagine there's no countries/It isn't hard to 
do/nothing to kill or die for." They were attacked as unpatriotic.
Jon Wiener is a professor of history at UC Irvine and the author of "Gimme
Some Truth: The John Lennon FBI Files."



Imagine came from the idea of 
detachment.
If we let go of what is important to us, and 
stop pushing that, then we can hear 
ourselves, and according to some, the 
voice of God.
Sometimes what we believe gets in the 
way of us seeing, hearing, or being with 
Christ.

Our verses today are about just that.





13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking 

with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked 

and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up 

and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing 

him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk 

along?”

Luke 24



They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 

“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. …
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if 

he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 

evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 

began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 

Scriptures to us?”



The good things about this walk to 
Emmaus that we can get 
encouragement from:
1. If we know it or not, Christ is here.
2. If we know it or not, we are communing with 

Christ.
3. If we acknowledge it or not, Christ will listen 

to us about our perspectives.



Luke 24

13 Now that same day two of them 

were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with 

each other about everything that had 

happened. 15 As they talked and 

discussed these things with each 

other, Jesus himself came up and 
16 but they were kept from 

recognizing him.



There are many things said in the 
different versions of Luke about the road 
to Emmaus.  It created quite a stir at the 
time of the first translations.  Mainly 
because Emmaus did not exist and that 
no two copies of Luke had the same 
number of miles.   Perhaps it was not a 
real road, but an implication of what 
Christ wants us to do as far as creating 
new ways of being so that we can hear 
and walk with Christ.
Stories that are not founded in reality 
are not unimportant. Quite the 
opposite.  Stories create ways for us to 
think in our brain.



Some theologians think the men on the road did not have the 
consciousness to recognize Christ. This is also said to be true of Mary 
Magdalene.

“As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus 
himself came up and 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.”

We tell stories, especially religious stories, to help create pathways of 
thought in our brains, so that when given new situation, new ideas, 
something that runs a little counter to what we know, we know how to 
handle it correctly, and through our religious stories, with moral judgment 
and more discernment skills, so that we think more deeply, and we can 
discern truth better.  It gives our brain a place, a road, for it to send 
thoughts and concepts down.



When what we are 
experiencing goes against 
what we believe, if we 
show no detachment, and 
we don’t know what to 
imagine, our brains simply 
ignore it. Stories help with 
this.  Our brains need to 
know what to think, so we 
have stories.



This story is brilliant.  It has humor.  
It has fun. It is human.  We ignore 
strangers, we don’t get to know 
them, we listen for what they can 
add to us. And the story introduces 
newness, even new names, new 
roads, new places that we never 
knew before.  Perhaps it is a way to 
say “Resurrection” for a new 
concept of God, a personal 
relationship and walk with the 
Divine, a more awakened human 
being.



And many science professors and those 
knowledgeable about neuroscience 

know that we are always creating 
pathways, roads, in our brains with our 

thoughts.  The people of the New 
Testament gospels had to create a new 
road to walk with Christ that was not a 

real human but someone who could just 
appear and disappear when recognized.  

He was no longer on earth or wouldn’t 
be soon, so they had to imagine new 

ways of being with him.  
We do as well.



17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as 

you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, 

named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. …

What is your spirituality like for you?
What is your relationship to God?

Talking to

Talking about



30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 

began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 

Scriptures to us?”

Do we know 
our inner 
Light from 
heartburn?



We don’t have to be so timid with our Inner 
Christ. Be brave.  Like the men on the road, we can 
ask things about our Inner Lights, and Listen.

We can spend time on the road hearing his 
interpretation on scripture but also learning to love 
Christ, know Christ and commune with Christ.  When 
he seems to disappear, he is there.  When we are 
doing all the talking, he is there.  He is there in our 
heartburn moments and our heartbreak moments.  
He is risen so that he can be in and with us always, 
even to the end of the world.




