


What???  I’m a 
Good Listener!





Excerpts from Jeremiah 6, 1 John 4, Isaiah 43, 
Matthew 13

To whom shall I speak and give warning
That they may hear?
Behold, their ears are closed
And they cannot listen. 

Jesus said, “Happy are your eyes because they see. 
Happy are your ears because they hear”

You are from God, little children, you are overcomers; 
because greater is The Spirit who is in you than the spirit 
of anti-Christ who is in the world. They are from the 
world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the 
world listens to them.

Help us God, to feel your reassuring presence.



When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;

and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.

When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.

You are precious and honored in my sight,
and I love you,

Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

”I assure you that many prophets and 
righteous people wanted to see what you see 
and hear what you hear, but they didn’t.”



Opening Hymn #137
Teach me to Stop and Listen

Sing through two times quietly      







Luke 14: 25-35

25 And there went great multitudes with Jesus: and he turned, and said unto them,

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 

sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he 

have sufficient to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock 

him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he 

be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of 

peace.

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him 

hear.



KJV -- Written in 1611

For the Church of England
But with the idea of giving the 

Puritans a Bible they would use.

The common bible at the time was written 

by Thomas Wycliff who was both a

Catholic and a heretic.

Few people could read.  It was rewritten in 1749 

for schools, and was taught in schools.

By the time the 1950’s came along, some ministers 

really thought Christ wrote it, but he didn’t



Kept using it after Christ had ascended.  
No hating of parents allowed!

Ephesians was written about 

40 years after    Christ ascended.



Why would Jesus ask people 
to hate, be executed, or talk about war? 

Mainly – Shock Value –
We think of change more easily when we are shaken.

It avoids something called
“Cognitive Dissonance” ---

the inability to hear what doesn’t fit our 
definitions of life.  “He that have ears, let him hear.”



What you hear

What you think you know or believe.

CNN, BBC, your parents
NPR, CBN, your preacher
Fox, ABC, your neighbor

Isn’t someone 
bearing false witness?

Your paradigm
Or how you see the world





Once upon a time there was a fox who lived in a big forest.
One scorching afternoon the fox was walking through the
forest and was very thirsty. He spotted a bunch of grapes
hanging from a lofty branch.

“Just the thing to quench my thirst,” he thought. Taking a
few steps back, the fox jumped and just missed the hanging
grapes. Again the fox took a few paces back and tried to
reach them but still failed. He tried and tried until night
fall, and until he was worn out.

Giving up finally, he looked up in contempt and said as he
walked away, "Those grapes surely must be sour. I wouldn't
eat them even if they were served to me on a golden dish."

Moral: It's easy to despise what you cannot have.
Or you can change your perception of reality to fit your ego’s
needs.



It is not known exactly when the first Book of Aesop's fables were written, but they were 

originally handed down from one generation to the next just like all other myths, tales and 

legends of that time. It is, however, believed that Aesop lived from about 620 to 560 B.C.

In addition to the fables that talk about how to deal with different kinds of cognitive 

dissonance, he also is mentioned in the Bible as being a counterpart and priest with 

Zechariah the prophet.  He is sometimes called “Asaph” and sometimes as “Asap.”  He 

wrote many of the psalms and even was a singer in the synagogue for Ezra.  

So over 2500 years ago, we have the same problem of people not hearing each other and 

needing to hear fables and tales in order to get points that are hard to hear across to each 

other.  

Sometimes when you don’t understand something it isn’t that the other person is ignorant.  

It isn’t that they are lying. They may just think differently. It is that they need you to tell 

them a story to get your point across.  But you can’t know what to tell them until you 

LISTEN!





The ear of the high priests’ slave is
cut off in the Bible. Jesus put his ear
back on and said “Stop this!” We are
instructed to have ears to hear God
and that of God in others. We, as
Christians, have to be good listeners,
even if we don’t like what we hear or
have trouble understanding it. We
have to show integrity, avoid
dishonesty, white lies, or fibs, and we
have to be open to things that are hard
to take or listen to.



You can’t be my 
disciple unless you 

agree to be executed.

Whatttt?????? 
No Way!













No matter what anyone says, 
You can have your own beliefs, 
and you don’t have to be afraid.

Be kind and be loving.
It actually helps more with 

change than arguing your beliefs.
As Quakers we focus on what we “do”
Not on what we “say” – so say little –
Do much that is kind, compassionate,

Loving, honorable, and faithful.
The rest can take care of itself.





Thinking globally on issues
Pushing for equality of all people

Caring about the environment
Considering the future generations







1957 Nina Stoneham

Women’s roles were greatly changed in the 1950s, 
with the men coming back from war and taking 
their jobs back. Women had, during World War II, 
taken men’s jobs while they had been away at war. 
After the war, many women wanted to keep their 
jobs. Many of them became wives and mothers as 
the men came back from the war. In 1957, 70% of 
working women held clerical positions, assembly 
lines or service jobs. 12 % held a profession and 
6% held management positions. Those that held 
professional jobs worked as nurses and teachers. 
They found themselves taking care of the house 
and of their children.



The Report of the Departmental Committee 
on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution 
was published in Britain on September 4, 
1957. It suggested homosexual behavior 
between consenting adults should no longer 
be a criminal offence.  It was so controversial 
it had trouble getting out of committee and 
was not passed.  



The Civil Rights Act of 1957 aimed to increase 
the number of registered black voters (less 
than 20%). However, any person found guilty 
of obstructing someone’s right to register 
barely faced the prospect of punishment as a 
trial by jury in the South meant the accused 
had to face an all-white jury as only whites 
could be jury members.



Beginning of the B’s – Racism that ended in death and there are reports of it
Isadore Banks’ (Marion, Ark., 1954) charred corpse was found chained to a 
tree. Killed by whites who wanted his land. His property was later rented by 
white farmers.
Larry Bolden, (Chattanooga, Tenn., 1958) was 15 years old and shot by a police 
officer -- No arrests or inquiries were made.
Thomas Brewer (Columbus, Ga., 1956) was shot seven times outside his office 
by white politician, Lucio Flowers. A grand jury failed to indict.
Hilliard Brooks (Montgomery, Ala., 1952)

Brooks was shot by a police officer after initially refusing to get off a city bus 
when the driver claimed he had not paid his fare. A coroner said the murder 
was justified because Brooks resisted arrest.
Charles Brown (Yazoo City, Miss., 1957)
A white man shot Brown, who was visiting the white man's sister. The Justice 
Department handed the case over to the state.  It was dropped.



60 years later



• People of different races are not yet equal, 
but questions, protests, riots, and 
movements arise when blacks are killed by 
the police.

• People of the same gender can marry in 
most states and began receiving social 
security.  Companies have to accept their 
marriages as legal and give benefits.



• Poor people can be kept alive and receive 
unprecedented medical care due to a system of 
insurance that only the middle class had to pay for 
making the medical community very unstable.  

• Women are fighting for the same pay as men, and 
are making progress going in that direction.

• People of all races, genders, and religions have the 
same rights under the law, and there is a Supreme 
Court in place to make it work.



an important change that happens when the 

usual way of thinking about or doing something 

is replaced by a new and different way. ”This 

discovery will bring about a paradigm shift in 

our understanding.”



Jesus taught in 
parables

To both challenge 
and help fit 

people’s 
paradigms

at the same time.





This is not 
how to pray







Listen with openness to those who are having issues

Have faith that what seems 
impossible is possible with God’s help.




