
1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PO Box 27, West Elkton, Ohio, 45070 

Westelktonfriends1@gmail.com 

Westelktonfriends.org 

513-593-8300 

Leigh and Joe Tolton, Pastors 

 

 

November 5, 2017 

1:30 PM 

Phil Gulley to speak at  

West Elkton Friends Meeting 

Please mark your calendars 

 “Phil Gulley is a delightful combination of Garrison Keillor, Will Rogers and your local minister.  While his message is 

about the radical and inclusive love of God, his style is so warm and witty you find yourself simply charmed into new 

insights about faith. As a pastor of a church who brings in many nationally-known speakers and teachers, I am 

sometimes impressed with their acumen but disappointed with their effect upon our spiritual community.  Phil has an 

uncanny ability to both challenge and upbuild the church at the same time.  He will warm your heart, open your mind 

and animate your congregation’s spirit.” --Dr. James Keck, Sr. Minister First Plymouth Congregational Church, Lincoln NE   

“I think Phil Gulley is the best combination of theologian and humorist I’ve ever seen or heard.”  -- Rev. Catherine M. 

O’Connell, Naples United Church of Christ, Naples, FL    

“We asked Philip Gulley to come and think with us about change in the wider community.  As he so ably does, Philip 

wrote a story.  It allowed those present to see themselves with humor and to understand that in the midst of change 

God’s grace works to fashion amazing new things.  This is one of Philip’s great gifts – to articulate truth in ways that are 

disarming and allow those who read or listen to him to find themselves inspired, challenged to grow, and held in love.  A 

recent opportunity to hear Philip again yielded a deep appreciation for his willingness to be both very honest about 

what we can and cannot say about God, but also very humble.  Most of all, Philip engenders a generous spirit among 

those gathered, by offering that very spirit himself.  My contact with him as a writer and speaker has always left me 

better for my exposure to his unique blend of storytelling, theological reflection, and gracious spirituality.”  -- Rev. Dave 

Long-Higgins, David’s United Church of Christ, Canal Winchester OH, 

mailto:Westelktonfriends1@gmail.com
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   Fall and Winter, 2016 _       
Sunday October 30, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You want that recipe for the delicious cheese ball that Hoot brought?  Here it is…. 

Ingredients 
 1 block cream cheese softened to room temperature, 8oz. 

 1 8 oz tub vegetable cream cheese 

 2 tbsp Hidden Valley Ranch Spicy Ranch mix 

 3 green onions sliced 

 1 red pepper finely diced (save the stem) 

 2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese divided use 

Instructions 
1. Using an electric or stand mixer, combine both cream cheeses. 

2. Then stir in 2 tablespoons of Hidden Valley Ranch Spicy Ranch mix, green onion, red pepper and 
one cup shredded cheddar cheese. 

3. Spread out a large sheet of Glad ClingWrap. 

4. Sprinkle about a 1/4 cup of the shredded cheddar cheese onto the plastic wrap. 

5. Then top with cheese ball mixture. 

While the children enjoyed the games and great, but nutritious 

food, the adults enjoyed the fellowship. 
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6. Take the rest of the shredded cheddar cheese and sprinkle it onto the tops and sides of the cheese 
ball and wrap it up well with cling wrap. 

7. Two layers of cling wrap work best. It needs to be well-wrapped and wrapped tightly. Now, time to 
wrap it up with four large and wide rubber bands. 

8. We don't want any cheese ball mix squeezing out while we're putting on the rubber bands. I had to 
double wrap each rubber band to get those long indentations we're looking for to make the pumpkin 
shape. 

9. Place cheese ball into the fridge for a minimum of two hours (overnight is best.) Not only do the 
flavors get better as it sits, but as the mixture cools, it will help it to form that pumpkin shape. 

10. When ready, cut off the rubber bands and carefully remove the cling wrap. 

11. Then add on the red pepper stem to the top. Just gently push it in there. 
12. Serve with your favorite buttery crackers. 

Christmas Time at West Elkton Friends Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Christmas Eve, 2016 
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This was our first year to have an advent wreath, 

and we celebrated each Sunday by lighting a candle. 
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Homecoming 2016 
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World Quaker Day, October 2, 2016 – West Elkton Friends were with 

the New Association of Friends going through the Levi Coffin House in 

Fountain City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions and Outreach 

We have no pictures, but the first week of December we worked 

with SHALOM of Middletown, Ohio, and we fed a dozen homeless 

people and had a great fellowship.  Our next fellowship with SHALOM is 

this Friday at the FUMC in Middletown.  In addition, we have taken two 

large boxes of hygiene products over to the Camden Food Pantry and 

soon will also be collecting for the West Elkton Food Pantry as well.   
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12 Reasons I Love My “Smaller” 

Church (Edited) 

By Le Ann Trees on Feb 04, 2017 
The whole article is at https://cccdiscover.com/12-

reasons-i-love-my-smaller-church/ 

While it may seem as if large churches with lots 

of programs are the most popular choice for 

Christians, the statistics tell otherwise. In a 

recent release regarding the state of the 

church, the Barna Group (Ventura, California) 

reports that the largest group of American 

churchgoers attends services in a more intimate 

context. Almost half (46%) attend a church of 

100 or fewer members. Here are twelve reasons 

I love my “smaller” church: 

1. I hear Christ preached every Sunday. 

Each Sunday, my pastor comforts the 

congregation with the peace we have with God 

because of Christ’s finished work on our behalf. 

2. The pastor knows my family. 

I don’t have to worry about getting to know the 

pastor and having him get to know my family. 

His whole family knows my whole family, and 

we get to talk with each other between church 

services and Sunday school every week. 

3. I get to visit with lots of people after the 

service. 

I know this might sound strange, but I get to 

chat with more people at my small church than 

I ever did at big churches I attended. It’s so 

much fun to connect with my brothers and 

sisters in Christ and catch up with them from 

the previous Sunday. 

4. My church hosts monthly get-togethers for 

the whole congregation. 

My church has a monthly event called Third 

Friday Fellowship. The fellowship is the best 

part. We talk, laugh, and sometimes even shed 

a tear together. I get so disappointed if I can’t 

make it. 

5. I get to make friends with people of all ages. 

I get to enjoy spending time with the sweet 

children in our congregation. It makes me 

happy to watch them grow. It’s also a great 

blessing to be mentored by older people in my 

congregation.  

6. When I’m gone, people miss me. 

When I went to a big church, people didn’t 

seem to notice much when I wasn’t there. At 

my small church, I know I will be missed if I 

can’t attend. I get sad when my fellow church 

members are gone on Sunday, because I miss 

them too! 

7. When the pastor administers the Lord’s 

Supper, it feels like a family meal. 

Participating in the Lord’s Supper can feel even 

more intimate in a small church setting. It 

makes me happy to think about the feast that 

awaits all of God’s children as I partake of the 

bread and wine with my brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 

8. I know all the elders. 

In my small church, I get to say hello to the 

elders every week and they all know me. They 

are always so friendly and encouraging. The 

elders are devoted to shepherding the 

congregation, and it gives me peace of mind to 

know that my family has a group of people who 

are there 24/7 to care for us. 

9. If I have any questions about the Bible or 

daily life, I can always ask my pastor after 

church or during the week. 

10. My church has fun activities each month. 

Whether it’s a chili cook-off, talent show, 

fellowship meal, or hike, our small church has 

fun activities for members to do each month. I 

can join in or not, as my schedule permits. 
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Participating in these activities is a great way to 

get to know each other, since there is never 

enough time between services to visit! 

11. My church loves to grow. 

Even though my church is on the smaller side, 

we love to grow! When my husband and I first 

came to visit our church, everyone was very 

welcoming and friendly and made us feel at 

home. It is always a joy when people come to 

visit our church. Whether visitors join our 

congregation or not, it is a great opportunity to 

meet fellow Christians, as well as seekers who 

want to learn about God. 

12. We are family. 

There is nothing quite like being in a 

congregation where you know everyone and 

everyone knows you. They are there to support 

me in the happy and difficult times of life, as I 

am for them.  

The Externally Focused Small Church:  

How to Move from Maintenance to 

Mission 
 

ERIC SWANSON, a missional specialist with 

Leadership Network (leadnet.org) and co-

author of The Externally Focused Church, The 

Externally Focused Life, The Externally Focused 

Quest: Becoming the Best Church FOR the 

Community, and To Transform a City: Whole 

Church, Whole Gospel, Whole City is an 

Assembly of God pastor and writer. He writes in 

his article of the same name as above things in 

the article that make me think so fondly of our 

meeting.   

“We begin to measure, not size of the church, 

but the size of the church’s footprint in the 

community. And the smallest church, pound 

for pound, can have the greatest impact…”  

“Play to your strengths. You are what large 

churches are striving to become. Small is the 

new big. They would love to have 58 percent of 

their congregants attend weekly, as small 

churches have, as opposed to the current 28 

percent who attend weekly [larger 

congregations]. They would love to have 

intergenerational worship as you have. They 

covet your percentage of volunteers and lay 

leaders and what you can do with such a few 

number. They sense that someone called 

pastor should really pastor and shepherd 

people, not just be a CEO of an organization. 

In so many ways, they want to be like you.” 

“Recognize the power of small things. One 

small, well-placed stone brought down a giant. 

The smallest of seeds grows into the mighty 

tree, a little leaven changes everything. The 

DNA of Jesus is in the individual Christ-

follower, not in a church building… No act is 

too small. How small is a cup of cold water? 

How small is a portion bread and fish? How 

small is a mustard seed? Mother Teresa 

reminded us that “there are no such thing as 

great deeds, only small deeds done with great 

love.” 

I am so glad to be one of your pastors. 


