






Hymn #154 – Be Thou Our Vision 
Please stand if able 



 Hymn #139, I Celebrate the Inward Light 





















Mark 8 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of 
Man would have to suffer a great deal and be 
rejected by the elders, the high priests, and 
the scribes. Then he would be killed, but after 
three days he would rise again. 32 He was 
speaking about this matter quite openly. 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, 
Jesus[ab] rebuked Peter, saying, “Get behind me, 
Satan, because you’re not thinking God’s 
thoughts, but human thoughts!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+8&version=ISV#fen-ISV-24535ab


34 Then Jesus[ac] called the crowd to himself along with his 
disciples and told them, “If anyone wants to follow me, he 
must deny himself, pick up his cross, and follow me 
continuously, 35 because whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and for the 
gospel will save it. 36 What profit will a person have if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 37 Indeed, what 
can a person give in exchange for his life? 38 If anyone is 
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he 
comes with the holy angels in his Father’s glory.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+8&version=ISV#fen-ISV-24536ac


Jesus  rebuked Peter, 
saying, “Get behind me, Satan, 
because you’re not thinking 
God’s thoughts, but human 
thoughts.” 





The reason to love the Lord with all of our 
hearts, our souls, and our might, and our 
neighbors as ourselves is not just that it is the 
best commandment. Without this whole-
hearted approach, we become bifurcated 
and trifurcated.  The outcome is a world in 
despair that thinks it is heading in the right 
direction and is sadly headed off a cliff.  





Mind/Heart/Body/Soul 

Get rid of 
false ideas or 

ideas  
that are just 

anxiety 
producing. 
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Body/Soul 
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Mind/Heart/ 
Body/Soul 



Henry Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus, pp 20-22 

In this climate of secularization, Christian leaders feel less 

and less relevant and more and more marginal… 

      But there is a completely different story to tell.  Beneath 
all the great accomplishments of our times is a deep current 
of despair.  While efficiency and control are great aspirations 
of our society, the loneliness, isolation, lack of friendship 
and intimacy, broken relationships, boredom, feelings of 
emptiness and depression, and a deep sense of uselessness 
fill the hearts of millions of people in our success-oriented 
world…. 



The cry that arises 

 from behind all this decadence is clearly,  

“Is there anybody that loves me;  

is there anyone who really cares?...” 

 It is here that the need for  

new Christian leadership becomes clear.   

The leader of the future will be the one who dares to claim 

his irrelevance in the contemporary world as a divine 

vocation that allows him or her to enter into deep solidarity 

with the anguish underlying all the glitter of success and to 

bring the light of Jesus there. 



“The way of the Christian 

leader is not the way of 

upward mobility in which our 

world has invested so much, 

but the way of downward 

mobility ending on the 

cross.” 
 
― Henri J.M. Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on 
Christian Leadership 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6500
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6500

