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Blessing of the Backpacks
Next Sunday

August 4, 2019



Meeting for 
Worship

With attention to 
Business

At the rise of 
meeting









Christians, God has shown everyone a lot of mercy 

[forgiveness and grace].  I beg you to make your own 

lives a living sacrifice to God in return. To do this your 

lives need to be lived only for God and must be 

pleasing only to God.  This is the way to worship 

God. 2 Do not worry about what the world wants you 

to be.  Instead think for yourself and remember that 

you are made by God to be the best person you can 

be through good thinking. By having a clear head and 

thinking for yourself you can follow what God wants 

you to do. Your only focus should be what is good 

and pleasing to God. 3 God made you as a special 

[unique] gift to this world. Each person has something 

original to say and do. Don’t think someone else has 

less of anything or less to give than you do. Be the 

best of who you really are. Decide to do this by living 

into the amount of faith God has given to you [which 
is a lot!]

Romans 12:1-4 
paraphrased

God



Typical
Run of the Mill
Nothing special

Sometimes you 
might feel like you are





Different

unique

weird

special

odd

Distinctive
extraordinary

unusual







bad choices.

you

to do.





Celebrate your

Offering and Sharing Time

"All Creatures of Our God and King," by Lloyd Larson.



One: Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone 

among your people,

Two: love your neighbor as yourself.  Leviticus 19:18

One: No one should seek their own good, but the good of others. 

1 Corinthians 10:24

Two: Turn from evil and do good; 

One: seek peace and pursue it. 1 Peter 3:11

Two:…stop doing wrong.

One: 17 Learn to do right;

Two: seek justice.

One: Defend the oppressed. 

Two: Take up the cause of the fatherless; 



One: plead the case of the widow. Isaiah 1:16-17

Two: Seek first God’s kingdom and God’s 
righteousness. Matthew 6:33

One: Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.

Two:2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 
knowing it.

One: 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, 

Two: and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were 
suffering.

One:  5 Keep your lives free from the love of money

Two: be content with what you have. Hebrews 13:1-3,5



One: 2 And be not conformed to this world, 

Two: but be transformed by the renewing of your mind

One: that you may prove what is good and acceptable and the perfect 

will of God. Romans 12:2

Two: 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age. Titus 2:12

In Unison: 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a peculiar people, that you should elicit the praises of God 

who called you out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9











God made you you,
Not your sibling
Not anyone else 

in this world.
Stay true to 

your inner self.
God also 

leads each of us collectively 
but also individually.

Be who you 
are led to be.



Be bold
Be original

Be one of a kind
Be true to who God made you to be.   



You can try new things 
But be wary of doing things that defy your values

Or that might lessen your effectiveness to serve God.
Check with your sense of right and wrong.



People who see life totally
differently than you do can be
your best asset in groups. They
can challenge groupthink and
offer perspectives you may not
have thought about. More
differences mean more gets
thought about and worked
through, as long as everyone
feels respected and heard.



Testimony of equality - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testimon

y_of_equality

Testimony of equality. A testimony of 

equality is an act, usage, or course of 

conduct by a member of the 

Religious Society of Friends 

(Quakers) tending to assert or 

promote equality of persons, arising 

from the Friends' belief that all 

people are equal in the eyes of God.

The Testimony of Equality PYM
We believe there is that of God in 
every person, and thus we believe in 
human equality before God. Friends 
pioneered in recognizing the gifts 
and rights of women. Women were 
ministers and leaders of the early 
meetings. Friends came more slowly 
to recognize the evil of slavery and 
of discrimination but once realized, 
took the forefront in abolition 
work. In recent years, Friends have 
discovered and taken stands against 
additional forms of discrimination 
and oppression.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testimony_of_equality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testimony_of_equality


And so are you 
or yourself.



Peculiar
Weird

Different
=

Set apart 
with a 

purpose



Unique, Equal, Diverse, In Community
For God, for love, and for each other



When have you felt peculiar because 
of your faith?

How can we as a meeting help you to 
feel supported and encouraged to be 

your own unique self?
Are there ways you can be a more 

authentic you?




