








Ringing the bells of Christmas
Living to tell the world about His love
Open your heart and let it fill you up
Ringing the bells of Christmas
We're sending the spirit out into the wind
It's just going to keep on ringing out 'till everyone joins in
It seems we do take more taking from
Than giving to this earth
Sometimes we forget how much it's worth
It's time we reconsider what we put last and we put first
Remember who we are and why we're here
Let's send up a thank you message loud and clear

Larry Carlton – Lyrics from Ringing the Bell at Christmas



Designed to commemorate the mystery of 

the Incarnation and pay homage to Mary’s 

role in salvation history, it has long been part 

of Catholic life. Around the world, three times 

every day, the faithful stop whatever they are 

doing and with the words “The Angel of the 

Lord declared unto Mary” begin this simple 
yet beautiful prayer. 



The Hail Mary (Latin: Ave Maria) is a traditional 
Catholic prayer asking for the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus. In 
Roman Catholicism, the prayer forms the basis 
of the Rosary and the Angelus prayers. In the 
Oriental Orthodox Churches, Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern Catholic Churches, a similar prayer 
is used in formal liturgies, both in Greek and in 
translations. It is also used by many other 
groups within the Catholic tradition of 
Christianity including Anglicans, Independent 
Catholics, and Old Catholics.



Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 

blessed art thou amongst women, and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death.



1500 BC- 300 BC
Avalokiteshvara -- (India) (ah-vah-loh-kee-teh-SVAH-rah ) 

Sanskrit meaning - avalokita, “looking on”; ishivara, “lord”)
(Asia) -- Chinese (Pinyin) Guanyin or Quanyin ("KWAHN-yeen")
(romanization) Kuan-yin, 
Japanese Kannon

The one who brings the Divine into this world (Connection between 
wisdom and what gets done, as well as the source of compassion)
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Avalokiteshvara

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Avalokiteshvara


Remember with compassion 
the sacred in all







Matthew 13 New International Version (NIV)

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the 

lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a 

boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow 

his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 

and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it 

did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 

shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 

they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among 

thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on 

good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the 

people in parables?”



11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of 

the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not 

to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they 

will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 

what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I 

speak to them in parables:

“Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or understand.

14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.



15 For this people’s heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,

and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,

understand with their hearts

and turn, and I would heal them.’[a]

16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your 

ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many 

prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 

see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 

not hear it.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23555a




If Jesus’ stories told truths in 
understandable and conceptual formats



Maybe God speaks to us in archetypes 
that allows us to digest truths 
about God’s nature in stories 

retold over time.



Mary as Quanyin. Quanyin as Mary. 

Liberation Theology and Engaged 

Buddhism. February 7, 2017 By James 

Ford published in a Patheos blog called 

MonkeyMind. 
(https://www.patheos.com/blogs/monkeymind/2017/02/ma

rking-birth-dom-helder-meditation-mary-quanyin-

liberation-theology-engaged-buddhism.html)

“Now Guanyin is the archetype of compassion. 

Sometimes portrayed as a man, sometimes as a 

woman, occasionally in an androgynous form: but 

always as the deeply, profoundly felt impulse to reach 

out. This reaching out is the body of awakening.” 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/monkeymind/author/jamesford
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/monkeymind/2017/02/marking-birth-dom-helder-meditation-mary-quanyin-liberation-theology-engaged-buddhism.html


Mantra of “om mani padme hum”

a commitment to follow a religious path and this prayer 

with the Avalokiteshvara creates an indivisible union of 

method and wisdom, in which by repeating this prayer 

with her, you can transform your impure body, speech, 

and mind into the pure exalted body, speech, and mind.

Method (What is done)

Wisdom (What you know needs to get done)

Between these is typically ignorance and/or 

anxiety/insecurities and/or societal barriers or lack of 

resources caused by these.
Path to Compassion – reliance on prayer

The name Avalokiteshvara means “Lord who looks down 
with compassion.”







Ringing the bells of Christmas
Living to tell the world about His love
Open your heart and let it fill you up
Ringing the bells of Christmas
We're sending the spirit out into the wind
It's just going to keep on ringing out 'till everyone joins in
It seems we do take more taking from
Than giving to this earth
Sometimes we forget how much it's worth
It's time we reconsider what we put last and we put first
Remember who we are and why we're here
Let's send up a thank you message loud and clear

Larry Carlton – Lyrics from Ringing the Bell at Christmas


