
Welcome to West Elkton 
Friends Meeting
January 12, 2020



Please stand if able
#137 Teach Me to Stop and Listen

#209 Softly and Tenderly



http://www.russperry.com/WP/poetry/california-and-later-
poems/communion/

http://www.russperry.com/WP/poetry/california-and-later-poems/communion/


Offertory is "Song of Peace" (Finlandia), 
arranged by Mark Hayes



Help people 
to 

& At Ease





Radical hospitality is the extremely generous personal and systemic reception and 
entertainment of guests, visitors or strangers.
Radical hospitality is a public as well as a personal theology that offers openness and 
generosity to the individual through charity as well as through systems of justice. One 
without the other is an incomplete Christian theology.
But how can we do this?

We do it out of abundance in both the personal and public realms. For that is how we 
are to live through God – abundantly. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. John 10:10 (ESV)
When we believe that there is not enough, we fail to recognize that when God is 
involved there is ALWAYS more than enough. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of 
the men who had eaten was five thousand. Mark 6:30-44 (NIV)









John 14:3 (NIV)

And if I go and 

prepare a place 

for you, I will 

come back and 

take you to be 

with me that you 

also may be 

where I am.



The Sweetness of Holding Space for Another
You walk along with them without 

judgment, sharing their journey to an 
unknown destination. Yet you're completely 
willing to end up wherever they need to go. 
You give your heart, let go of control, and 

offer unconditional support.
By Lynn Hauka

03/28/2016| Updated 12/6/2017
Huffington Post

https://www.huffpost.com/author/lynn-hauka


Matthew 7:1-5 (NIV)

7 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the 

same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 

brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 

own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 

the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 

plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the 

plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly 

to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.





How can we 
provide a safe 

space for 
worshipping God 
and a place that 
allows people to 
grow spiritually, 
no matter what 

happens in 
society?



Surround each other with kindness, grace, and love if 
they are in the meeting or if we interact with them 
outside of the meeting.
Encourage every positive step.
Look for ways to be of encouragement – hold space 
for them.
Let them set the pace for progress.
Show integrity. Be accountable and responsible for 
yourselves.
Let failing be okay. Choose behaviors and attitudes 
that help foster hope and grace in society.















How we act and our attitudes when lived by our 
testimonies create safe spaces 

and a feeling of home.

We are supposed to be about:
Integrity in all things

Peace in all ways
Simplicity in all choices

Equality of all people and opportunities
Creating communities of love and grace.



• How do you prepare 
places that can foster 
a feeling of safety and 
respect? 

• How can you help 
people in situations to 
feel advocated for? 

• How can you be the 
hands and feet of 
Christ preparing a 
place for others?


