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Celebrating by Coming Out Singing!!! 
Some of you were not even born when Dianna Ross’ song “I’m Coming Out!” 

made its debut and rose through the charts.  It was 1980. I’m Coming Out was a 

dance song that was blasted from night clubs, streamed through radio stations, 

and played on cassett tapes and vinyl records of the time in our homes as we 

shared with friends the idea that people could shed shame and society 

judgement while singing and embrace the feeling this gives us of being alive 

again.  But we all know how 2021 feels to each of us, and how wonderful getting 

to socialize and fellowship with one another after the pandemic of 2020 has 

been.  We want to sing and celebrate this passing of this horrible event in our 

world, while keeping those still battling the disease in our prayers. We  

encourage reaching out to be of support to people for whom this pandemic has 

been the most grueling. And pray for the many nations who do not have the 

resources to vaccinate their people. 

In broad terms, Ohio had over a million cases of COVID reported in 2020.  Of 

those, only 20,000 died.  But the recovery has been long for many, and the 

battle fatigue among frontline workers including emergency ambulance 

employees, healthcare workers and caregivers is still rampant and should 

remain a focus of our prayers.  There were about 60.000 hospitalizations, and 

many people have lingering effects from mental illness  and demintia caused by 

inflamed blood vessels in the brain caused by the virus, organ damage from the 

virus, general fatigue that is yet to be explained and even muscular dystrohy 

caused by attacks to the nervous system.  It will be years before we are able to 

see and even longer before we understand the long-term effects of this disease.  

But we know one thing.  Now that the vaccines are here, and most all of our 

congregation has been vaccinated, it feels great to emerge again and to spend 

time with each other.  People can still wear masks as they feel comfortable.  

Being around children or sick people either at the store, in public, or in the 

meetinghouse still needs to be seen as a cautionary thing to do unmasked.  

Social distancing and handwashing are still encouraged.  It is important to pray 

for and continue being mindful of all around us, especially those with immune 

issues or who are on chemo for cancer or have autoimmune diseases. 

 

 

Celebrate like Miriam 
Leigh Tolton 

“Free at Last, Free at Last – Thank 

God almighty, we are free at last.”  

We know these words from Martin 

Luther King Junior’s speech at the 

Washington Mall, called the “I have a 

dream” speech.  Free at last!  What a 

concept.  We might feel that way now 

with the virus abating, but so did 

Moses and the Israelites who were 

fleeing from Egyptian captivity.  

Exodus 15 tells the story of the 

Israelites walking through the water 

of the Red Sea unharmed while the 

soldiers and chariots of the Egyptians 

were swallowed up and drowned. So 

Moses sings a song, and then Moses’ 

and Aaron’s sister, Miriam the 

Prophet, sings a new song of 

freedom.  Miriam and the women 

pick up tambourines and dance like I 

imagine a second line in New Orleans 

would look, proudly celebrating the 

Israelites’ release into the wilderness.  

But by the end of the chapter the 

people have stopped singing and 

have started grumbling.  I am 

challenging us to keep that 

tambourine handy, and not give into 

grumbling.  There is much to 

celebrate. Let’s sing a new song to 

the Lord and with each other. 

mailto:Westelktonfriends1@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing for Our Lives 
Holly Near 

We are a gentle, angry people 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

We are a justice-seeking people 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

We are young and old together 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

We are a land of many colors 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

We are gay and straight together 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

We are a gentle, loving people 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

 

Hopefully the pandemic has increased our 

feelings of empathy and compassion for those 

whose very existence puts them in harms way in 

many places, particularly in churches and from 

“church people.” June is the commemoration of 

the Stonewall riots in June to early July in 

Manhattan.  Until the riots, it was legal and 

expected for police to be called to raid gay 

establishments, and violence against the LGBTQ 

community was encouraged by the police and 

other citizens.  At Stonewall, the patrons said that 

they had had enough of the police brutality and 

lack of protection.  Their standing up set off a 

series of protests in the gay community in 1969 

which lasted a decade and included the murder of 

Harvey Milk in San Francisco in 1978.  The above 

song was composed by Holly Near in Milk’s honor 

and is sung regularly at events to show support of 

our sisters and brothers who have been targeted 

for hate and discrimination. It is important to us 

as Quakers that all people are treated the same 

way with respect and with the same dignity and 

compassion as others.  This is a part of our 

Equality testimony and our Peace testimony and 

supports our stance on removing barriers of 

unfairness that has made up the Quaker the faith 

and practice for these last 350 years.  

 

 

Middletown Pride will be 

held on June 25, 2021, 

@ 5 PM in downtown 

Middletown. Allies are 

encouraged to attend for 

support.    In Dayton, Pride 

begins with a festival on 

Friday, June 4 at 4PM 

followed by a PRIDE Parade 

to be held Saturday June 5 

at 10:00 along N Main 

Street and Courthouse 

Square. You are invited to 

decorate your cars and join 

them to show your support 

of  Dayton's LGBTQ+ 

community. 

Hamilton Ohio will 

celebrate Pride on June 5, 

from 6-11 at Marcum 

Park.  MARCUM PARK 

Riversedge Amphitheater 

116 Dayton Street 

Hamilton, OH 45011

 
This event is for adults only 

and the tickets are 50-80 

dollars. 

 

 

Singing like the Cicada 

 

If you haven’t already heard them, the 

cicada are back in our area for the first 

time in 17 years.  It reminds me of how 

much racket we are making after one 

year of being cooped up. That their 

want to find mates and socialization 

after 17 years has given us the creaking 

noises of the male cicada and loudly. 

Celebrating being out of the ground! 

Even when the noise is overwhelming, 

we can have some compassion for these 

little critters.  Let’s learn from these 

bugs that are holding nothing back now 

that they are breaking out of the warm 

soil.  We are all told to “Make a Joyful 

Noise” in Psalm 100, and by doing so we 

can serve the Lord with gladness.  Let’s 

celebrate ways that we can all serve the 

Lord while making joyful noises. 

Annoying or not.  Just celebrate!

And allow our singing to connect us to 

God’s blessed presence.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1JZAP_enUS885US885&sxsrf=ALeKk02TRCbmxSd1YJqLUqsBlU0PWRwZTg:1621951971634&q=Holly+Near&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MM4zT8lbxMrlkZ-TU6ngl5pYBAC9H2dBGgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjim_L4geXwAhUNQ80KHeVvAXQQMTAAegQIBBAD


 
 

An Invitation to Come and Fellowship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyday and all of the time we are asked to live our 

witness as a follower of God’s love, and a seeker of 

God’s truth and sacredness that resides in the heart of 

all beings of life. That is not always an easy path to take. 

Two of our core values are integrity and peace, so we 

want you to always feel safe in our fellowship.  As we 

seek the counsel of the inner Christ, it is important to 

encourage and support one another, like passing the 

peace or the communion plate in other denominations.  

Instead we enjoy passing prayers, love, support, food, 

jokes, smiles and joy to one another in the manner of 

Friends.  Please join us as you feel you can. 

 

 

 

Come to meeting at 10:30 on July 11 at the meeting 

house and ride up with us to have lunch or simply meet 

us there at noon.  Let us know if you are coming so that 

we can make sure we have a chair ready just for you.  It 

is time to be back in touch with one another and catch 

up on all of our fun things going on in our lives! 

Here is the menu if you would like to look at the items 

before you get there.   

https://buckeyejakes.com/menu/ 

 

13 E. Dayton St. 
West Alexandria, OH 45381 

(937) 839-5253 

 

 

 

 

On June 6, 2021 

We will be spending the morning and afternoon 

together. We will begin at Lewisburg Community Park 

where we will have worship. (So we will be away from 

the meetinghouse.) 

The address for the Lewisburg Park is 101 Knapke Ln, 

Lewisburg, OH 45338.  Please dress casually and 

bring a folding chair or outdoor chair.  Also we will be 

having a simple brown bag lunch, so bring what you 

are going to eat for lunch as well as a drink. 

Then we will be going to see the new Wild Hearts 

African Farm and Petting Zoo which is also in 

Lewisburg.  This part of the day has to be by 

reservation.  It is a walking tour of the farm with a 

field staffed person to talk with us about conservation 

and education of each of the animals. 

Here is the contact information for Wild Hearts 

African Farm.  The tickets are $11.25 for adults and 

$8.25 for school aged children. 

Email: contact@wildheartsafricanfarm.org 

Address: 8079 Salem Rd. Lewisburg, Ohio 45338 

Phone: 937-416-5520 
 

 

 

 

https://buckeyejakes.com/menu/
https://goo.gl/maps/RQ1YVgptP78kZwv17
https://goo.gl/maps/RQ1YVgptP78kZwv17
tel:9378395253


 
 

  
Annual Picnic 

August 8, 2021 

Will be held at 11:00 at  

Leann and Albert Malcolm’s farm 

home:(937) 855-1101 Cell: (513)594-2531 

8001 West Alexandria Rd.; Middletown, OH 45042 

Bring a dish to share and something to drink for you and your family.  You may 

want to dress comfortably and casually for the heat and games 

and bring a lawn chair as well. 

We will have games for all ages and laughter galore. 

These yearly picnics are said to be one of the most fun events we have, just 

enjoying simple fun and each other’s fellowship,  

as well as very delicious food! 

 

 

 



 
 

Peace and Social Concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are three summer-long projects that we are collecting for at the meetinghouse. There is a basket marked for each project. 

 

1)Backpacks and school supplies for the children of Hope House. So if you find things on sale that an elementary school or middle 

schooler might need or want for school, please pick them up and bring them to the meetinghouse.  Micki will be coordinating this 

effort closer to the end of the summer to put the backpacks together once we get the school lists and know how many children 

we are assisting in this way. Let her know if you want to be involved in this effort. 

 

2) Detergents (laundry and dish) and edible protein sources such as peanut butter, beans, canned meat or meat dishes are being 

collected for the food pantry.  We will be working with the Church of God Church in Camden to assist with feeding people in 

Preble County. 

 

 

3) As we enter hurricane season, we know that children are impacted in greater numbers and more harsh ways when their family 

home is flooded or their town is blown away by the summer weather.  Shoes for the Shoeless in Dayton has done a wonderful job 

of getting shoes to these places, and we have paired their shoes with socks a few times now.  They will also be helping kids to 

have socks and shoes to go back to school.  So please help this effort by bringing a package of new socks to the meetinghouse and 

placing them in the baskets on the table. 

Thank You and God Bless! 
 

. 


