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Joys and Concerns
Opening Prayer



Isaiah 6:8-9a
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
9 He said, “Go and tell the people”

Hymn #260, Please stand if able







Hymn #137

Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who 
is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.



Romans 12:4-8
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another.

6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.



What are these 
gifts?

How do I know I 
have them?

How can I be a 
good steward?
Where did they 

come from?



Philippians 1:9-11
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Discernment
Does it glorify and praise God?

Does it show love and deep insight?
Is it full of the fruit of righteousness?



Romans 12:6 
We have gifts 
that differ 
according to the 
grace given to 
us…



And 
Let

Authenticity!
Listen to the Spirit’s leading





Boundaries not barriers

Forgiveness is not the same thing as allowing others 
to deny that of God in you

Faith isn’t not having clarity  and still acting on your plan–
it is having clarity for God’s plan and God’s leading and leaving the details up to 

God or not letting them prevent you from getting to your goal





Isaiah 43:16-19
16 This is what the LORD says—

he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,

17 who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,

and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:

18 “Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.

19 See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness

and streams in the wasteland.

What you are supposed 
to be has not been 

realized yet.

Or the resources 
Or the vision



Matthew 10:14

If you are rejected, 
don’t take it personally.

Focus on the task.





Self care works;
At least try. 
Jesus did.

Rely on God’s leadership 
when selfcare doesn’t 

pan out.  You will 
probably have the same 

ministry then too



Romans 12:4-7
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another.

6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Use the gift God gave you or God promises to give to you.



THE EXHORTER – from Churchgrowth.com

Dr. Larry Gilbert

The Greek word Parakaleo means to 
admonish, to encourage, to beseech. The 
Exhorter is a “how to” person. Everything 
he or she teaches revolves around telling 
people “how to do it.” Although the gift of 
Exhortation has a different motivation than 
the gift of Teaching, it is still a teaching gift.

Exhorters often make the best counselors, 
because they are willing to spend time with 
people and give them practical steps to 
solve their problems. They also can see the 
big picture—from problem to solution.

Exhorters are people of practical 
application yet are very result 
oriented. Everything they do must be done 
on a practical basis. They are not very 
interested in theology or doctrine, but in 
the practical aspects of the Scriptures. 
This practicality comes from a desire to 
teach people how to solve problems and 
make the necessary changes to be a more 
mature Christian.

https://churchgrowth.org/larry-gilbert/


Aaron/Moses
Native Hebrew speaker



Experience, 
bravery, skill, 

five stones

David and the 
Philistine Giant



When [the Samaritan] saw [the man who was 
beaten and left to die], he was moved with 
compassion, came to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. He set him on 
his own animal, and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. On the next day, when he 
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them 
to the host, and said to him, 'Take care of him. 
Whatever you spend beyond that, I will repay 
you when I return.' Now which of these three 
do you think seemed to be a neighbor to him 
who fell among the robbers?"

Being a good neighbor takes resources





God’s will

grace

“Good work”
Our leading,
Our calling,

Our ministry
Our commitments



Identify your responsibility and 
your purpose with clarity

• What’s the most important work you are responsible 
for?
• What challenges are you up against? What is most 
likely to get in the way of you doing your best work?
• What information do you need in order to do your 
best work?
• When do you need uninterrupted time in order to 
do your best work? When is it most disruptive to be 
interrupted?
• What’s your optimal work style? When do you do 
your clearest thinking? When are you best able to get 
into a flow?

Colossians 3:23-24
Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the 
Lord and not for your masters… [because ultimately] you 
serve the Christ



Do it with integrity and to the best of your 
ability
Make sure it honors God fully on all levels
Be respectful as you do it – all people 
have that of God in them. Is that of God 
being glorified in them by your works?
Let other people do what they feel God is 
leading them to do even if it is different.  
Avoid competing on tasks given by God –
you may need to check your ego a lot. 
Cooperate like a body cooperates with its 
other organs in concert or its 
muscles/bones in coordination.

Get out of your own way.
Get out of their way.  
Let God lead and supply “in abundance”

Choose joy! Live in love and hope.



6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And 
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the 
poor; their righteousness endures forever.”
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 
way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God.

2 Corinthians 
9: 6-11


