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Check in
Joys and Concerns

Opening Prayer



Please stand, if 
able, and sing 

Hymn #123
“Are Ye Able”



10 I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.

11 I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.

14 I rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.

15 I meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.

17 Be good to your servant while I live,
that I may obey your word.

18 Open my eyes that I may see
wonderful things in your law.

Psalm 119:10-11, 14-18

Please stand 
to sing, if able,

Hymn #166, 
Open My Eyes



24 A second time they summoned the man who had been 
blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. 
“We know this man is a sinner.”
25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t 
know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?”
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to 
become his disciples too?”
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this 
fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know 
that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t 
even know where he comes from.”
30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You 
don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He 
listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody 

has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.”
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at 
birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him 
out.
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and 
when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?”
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I 
may believe in him.”
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is 
the one speaking with you.”
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him.
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this 
world, so that the blind will see and those who see 
will become blind.”

John 9:24-39





How can we 
let the dirt of 
the earth 
and the spit 
of Christ help 
us to see our 
lives better?





Jeremiah 17:13

New International Version
13 LORD, you are the hope of 
Israel; all who forsake you will 
be put to shame. Those who 
turn away from you will be 
written in the dust
because they have forsaken 
the LORD, the spring of living 
water.



Open my eyes that I might see…

What are we limited in seeing?
Is your soul blind to some aspects 
of life?
Are you willing to have your life 
changed? Are you willing to 
change the way you see things?

How do you allow Christ to heal 
this aspect of your life?





A true utilitarian, Garret 
Hardin, in his famous 
Lifeboat metaphor stated 
that:

“There is a lifeboat bearing 
50 people and can only 
bear ten more. This lifeboat 
is in an ocean and is 
surrounded by hundreds of 
drowning swimmers who 
need help. The dilemma of 
this situation is whether 
swimmers should be saved 
and taken aboard or not.”



Enough for 
all to have 
their needs 
met but not 

wants







Percentage of undernurished



What changes would we make 
to be able to really nourish all 

people in this world?
Matthew 25:35-40
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?’
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’



Don’t say it until we are willing to live it



Do we sincerely believe in 
God? Do we believe that 
God is love? Do we think 
we are using God to make 
our lives easier, or to get 
resources, prestige, or 
power for ourselves? 
Would love really do 
what we are asking?



1) Examine if we really 
believe something 
whole heartedly

2) Be willing to see 
when we don’t

3) Be willing to make 
changes 

4) Do and Lead





Most of the shadows of this life 
are caused by standing in one's 
own sunshine. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson





From temptation 
to Gethsemane, 
it was always a 

struggle.
What makes you 
better than God’s 

son? Don’t 
prefer sloth 
and ease to 

God’s 
kingdom



Your heart must 
become a sea of 

love;
Your mind must 

become a river of 
detachment.

Sri Chimnoy



Eternity

William Blake - 1757-1827

He who binds to himself a 
joy

Does the winged life 
destroy.

He who kisses the joy as it 
flies

Lives in eternity's sunrise.

There is a joy and a peace 
that comes from 

detachment.
Letting go of ego and 

caring about the 
sacredness of all can 

rejuvenate us.
Embracing what we can do 

is enlightening.



Do we give in a way that is helpful to all?

There are major problems with the Christian missionary mentality.  It 
disempowers and patronizes people who should and could make their own 
decisions.  We are not better because we have more. Having more means we 
can make the decisions for ourselves, but that is not an invitation to make 
decisions for others. It is more of an admission that we may need to sacrifice 
more so that they may have that power or resource or opportunities. Equality 
means we have  to sacrifice to show our love for others and for that of God in 
them. We have to be willing to share graciously and give generously from our 
economics and power. This shift starts when we begin to change how we 
view the problems; then the solutions will follow. More does not mean more 
blessed. Giving up power and wealth does not mean we are weaker.  Greater 
is He who is in you than he who is the world, than all the power in our 
economics and the power that the world can give to us. We have to keep 
changing the question from “what is good for us” to “serving the whole?”  
How do we remove the obstacles that weigh other folks down? Can we help 
move these obstacles?



Queries:

• What needs to be looked at differently in our lives?

• Do we sincerely believe in God? Do we sincerely want our 

values to become reality for us and applied for all?

• Do we really want God’s Kingdom or just God’s help with 

ours?

• Do we believe that God is love?  Do we surrender to serve 

that Love in anyway God leads?

• Do we realize when we are using God to make 

our lives easier, or to get resources, prestige, or power?

• Do we confuse need and want in our lives? Is there denial in 

our hearts about what needs to be changed?

• What perspectives do we need to change to make these 

values

(peace, simplicity, sustainability, integrity) 

the norm in our lifetime? Do we care about theirs?

• Do we really believe that it is better to give than to receive, 

even if this means working hard or struggling for it?


